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Go Where No Camera Has Gone Before 
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Great Gifts For Moms, Dad 
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Must-Have Accessories For Yoi 

Digital Camera 




Great theater deserves a great setting. 




Sanus Natural Furniture creates a home entertainment setting that's as fresh as the dawn. Solid Grade A hardwoods are matched 

with tempered glass. A concealed wire management system keeps the lines uncluttered. Choose maple, cherry, mocha or black lacquer. 

See Sanus Natural Furniture and much more at www.sanus.com. It's scenery worth seeing. 
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Life: Meet Stylus 

Snap Pics Anywhere With The 770 SW 



On Our Cover: 

Featured on our cover this month is the 

Olympus Stylus 770 SW. 



Open 



There's always something new, interesting, and stylish hap- 
pening in the world of consumer electronics. You'll hear about 
it all in First Glimpse's Open section. 
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CE News 



Lifestyle Close Up 

Aaah, spring is in the air, and with spring comes Mother's Day, 
Father's Day, and myriad graduations for scholars of all ages. 
This month, we highlight some of the coolest and most useful 
technology-related gifts for these very special people in your life. 

Gifts Galore: Give 'Em What They Want 

This Mother's Day: Give Mom A Gift She Can Use 
Year-Round 



iij A Bowling Ball Is Nice: But Electronics Are Extra Ni 
For Father's Day 



ice 



Gifts For Grads: Commemorate Your Graduate's 
Accomplishments With Presents In All Price Ranges 

Lifestyle Close-Up Tips: Buy The Perfect Gift 



Home Theater 

Everyone wants a sleek, stylish HDTV to accent his or her 
home, but many folks just don't know where to start when it 
comes to actually buying one. Whether you're looking for a 



quick glossary of terms, shopping tips, or must-have acces- 
sories, check out Home Theater for quick tips on making your 
hi-def experience the best it can be. 

Components You'll Need For A Home Theater: 

Everything But The Box Office 

£ / Know How: Connect Your A/V Components 

A/V Shopping Tips: Choose Earbuds 

HDTV Shopping Tips: Buying A Television Wall Mount 

*U Your Home Theater Go-To Guys: Best Buy's Magnolia 
Home Theater Premium Installation Services 

5 Must-Have HDTV Accessories: To Improve Your View 

Top 10 Things To Know: About Buying An HDTV 

34 HDTV Glossary 

HDTV Comparison Charts: Technology; 
Plasma; LCD; Microdisplay 




Digital Imaging 



Digital cameras and camcorders are changing the way we 
record the moments of our lives, from quick snapshots of fa- 
vorite vacation spots to priceless video clips of first steps and 
other important milestones. Get to know your new digicam or 
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camcorder and learn what to do with your photos and video 
once you have them. 

The Lowdown On Direct Printing: Quick & Easy Prints- 
No Computer Needed! 

44 Tips: Shooting Video 

You Can Take It With You: Camera Bags With Style 

Top 5 Things To Know About D-SLR Lenses: Get Smart 
About Optics 

4/ Digital Imaging Shopping Tips: Buying A Camcorder 
Case 

5 Must-Have Accessories: Digital Cameras 

Top 10 Things To Know: Digital Cameras 

O I Digital Imaging Glossary 

Digital Imaging Comparison Charts: Digital 
Cameras; Digital Camcorders; Photo 
Printers 



Computers 

Whether you love 'em or hate 'em, almost everyone uses a 
computer sometime during his or her day. Even if you don't, 
chances are your spouse or kids do. In this section, you can fa- 




miliarize yourself even more with this ubiquitous CE device, 
and we'll also lighten things up a bit with monthly looks at 
cool notebook computers and home printers. 

The Best Type Of Computer For You: Will That Be For 
Here Or To Go? 

5 Must-Have Accessories: Computers 

Top 10 Things To Know About: Computers 

63 Glossary Of Computing Terms 

Computer Comparison Charts: Notebooks; 
Desktop Bundles 

Tips: Furniture For Your PC 

Wireless 

We're willing to bet that you can't part with your cell phone, 
iPod, or both. In this section, we tell you everything you need 
to know about mobile phones and their service plans, and we 
also cover AAP3 players and the cool accessories that go with 
them. If you love the feeling of freedom you get with no wires 
or cords, this section is for you. 

69 Pay-As- You-Go Wireless Phones: Best Buy & FastCard 
Provide Ease Of Access 

/ I Wireless Shopping Tips: Select A Cell Phone Service Plan 

7^5 Must-Have Accessories: Music Player 

73 Top 10 Things To Know About: MP3 Players 

75 MP3 Player Glossary 

/O TO /y Wireless Comparison Charts: MP3 Players; 
Cell Phones 

CE Lite 

Most CE devices are all about fun. Here, we'll tell you about 
the latest albums and films to catch, so you can make sure 
your entertainment is as up-to-date as your gear. Also, read 
what real folks just like you are saying about how consumer 
electronics are affecting their everyday lives. 

Exit 



Editor's Note 

By now, you've likely noticed that our pages have a bit of a new look here at First 
Glimpse. We're most proud of the new comparison charts in every section of the publi- 
cation. Every month, we'll make sure these charts are filled with the most up-to-date pricing 
and product information available. With a quick glance, you'll be able to easily see the dif- 
ferences among the products you're interested in. We think these charts should be must- 
haves for every consumer electronics shopper! 

In addition to the comparison charts, our sections will also feature glossaries; "Top 1 
Things To Know" articles; rundowns of must-have accessories; and shopping tips to make 
that jaunt into Best Buy even more enjoyable. Look for these articles each month, but if you 
want a little variety, our sections will all open with feature articles that will cover the spec- 
trum of the industry, from what components you'll need for your dream home theater (page 
25) to stylish and hip digital camera bags (page 45). 

There's truly something for everyone in each issue of First 
Glimpse. As usual, if you have any input or feedback, don't hesi- 
tate to contact me. 

Live well, friends. 





Katie Sommer 

Editor, First Glimpse 

katie-sommer@firstglimpsemag.com 



First Glimpse Special Product Section 

This special product section is produced in partnership with leading consumer electronics manu- 
facturers and allows us to provide readers with the most timely product information 
possible. Browse through these First Glimpse pages to learn about the latest hot products. 
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Special Product Section 



Canon PowerShotSDIOOO 

MSRP: $299.99 

www.canonusa.com 

Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com (° 





Chic, Modem & Minimalist Yet Sophisticated 



Canon looked to the very first ELPH for inspiration when de- 
signing the PowerShot SD1000 Digital ELPH, and it came up 
with a quintessential iteration of the icon: slim, clean-lined, 
and fully flat. Inside, the SD1000 Digital ELPH looks only to the 
future: 7.1 MP, a 3X optical zoom, and advanced DIGIC III en- 
sure top-quality images, while focus is fast and sharp and red- 
eye is automatically corrected. The large and more colorful 
LCD now has a tough, antireflective coating that makes it as 
durable as it is beautiful. 

Other features include: 

• Slim, stylish, 7.1 MP Digital ELPH with 3X optical zoom lens 

• Chic, modern minimalism in the ELPH's classic Box & Circle 
design in two color variations to suit your personal style 

• DIGIC III image processor with improved Face Detection 
technology and red-eye correction for sharper images and 
improved functionality 



Vivid, high-resolution 2.5-inch PureColor LCD with scratch- 
resistant, antireflection coating for easy on-camera viewing 
ISO 1600 and high ISO Auto to reduce image blur and ex- 
pand low-light shooting capability 
Five movie modes, including 30fps VGA, Time Lapse, and 
Fast Frame Rate 

Print/share button for easy direct printing and down- 
loading, plus ID Photo Print and Movie Print with se- 
lect PIXMA photo printers, CP and SELPHY compact 
photo printers 



Canon 
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Canon PowerShot A560 

MSRP: $229.99 

www.canonusa.com 

Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 





Take Pictures Where Life Takes You 



The PowerShot A560 frees you to capture your precious 
moments as unforgettable images. Loaded with easy-to-use 
Canon features, the A560 is made for those who don't want 
complexity to get in the way of their creativity. A high-quality 
camera you'll be proud to own, the A560 has a 7.1 MP CCD, 
4X optical zoom lens, DIGIC III Image Processor with Face 
Detection Technology, and many other impressive features. 
It's a camera that lets you do more, more easily. 

Other features include: 

• Feature-packed compact digital camera with 7.1 MP resolu- 
tion and high-quality Canon 4X optical zoom lens for 
freedom at your fingertips 

• DIGIC III Image Processor with improved Face Detection 
Technology and red-eye correction for sharper images and 
improved functionality 



Clear, high-resolution 2.5-inch LCD for easy on-camera 
viewing 

ISO 1600 and High ISO Auto to reduce image blur and ex- 
pand low-light shooting capability 
Four movie modes, including 30 fps VGA and 60 fps Fast 
Frame Rate 

Power on the go with two AA-size batteries 
Print/Share Button for easy direct printing and down- 
loading, plus ID Photo Print and Movie Print with select 
PIXMA photo printers, CP, and SELPHY compact photo 
printers 



Canon 
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Canon EOS 30D 

MSRP: $1,499 

www.canonusa.com 

Available at select Best Buy™ stores 

and www.bestbuy.com 



opticalV 

IMAGE 
STABILIZER 



IMAGE lVv 




Perfection Refined 



Canon's new EOS 30D brings proven EOS technology to a new 
level, giving photographers an unbeatable photographic expe- 
rience. The EOS 30D incorporates a host of new features with 
Canon's highly acclaimed 8.2MP CMOS sensor and DIGIC II 
image processor. The EOS 30D includes enhanced operational 
features such as a new 2.5-inch LCD, true spot metering, a 
durable new shutter mechanism, and Canon's Picture Style 
feature, all in a sturdy, magnesium-clad body. With all these 
new features, the EOS 30D is true perfection, refined. 

Other features include: 

• Exceptional D-SLR with exclusive 8.2MP Canon CMOS 
sensor and DIGIC II Image Processor 

• User-selectable high-speed and low-speed continuous 
shooting at 5fps (frames per second) or 3fps — up to 30 
(JPEG), 11 (RAW), or nine (RAW and JPEG) consecutive 
frames when set at 5fps and fast 0.15-second startup time 



Large 2.5-inch LCD that can be viewed at extreme angles up 
to 1 70 degrees 

New and improved features: Picture Style for superior com- 
mand of in-camera color, contrast and sharpness, spot me- 
tering and shutter durability of approximately 100,000 cycles 
Impressive 9-point wide-area AF with a dual precision 
sensor at the center 

One-touch direct printing and improved PictBridge fea- 
tures, including more custom print effects and printing with 
shooting information 

Fully compatible with all EF and EF-S Lenses and a wide 
range of EOS System accessories 



Canon 
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Olympus SP-550 UZ 

MSRP: $499 
www.olympus.com 
Available at select Best Buy™ 
stores and www.bestbuy.com 




Never Miss Any Action 



If you never want to miss the action, get the world's most 
powerful digital camera — the 7.1 MP SP-550 UZ from 
Olympus. Its new 18X optical, wide-angle, super telephoto 
zoom lens gets you closer to your subject than is possible with 
any compact digital camera on the market. Dual Image 
Stabilization eliminates the blurs. And with high-speed se- 
quential shooting and new Pre-Capture technology, you'll 
capture fast motion like a pro. Thanks to its Bright Capture 
feature, you can even shoot in low light without a flash, and 
it's easy to preview, shoot, and share with the camera's large 
2.5-inch high-resolution LCD. 

Other features include: 

• 1 5fps (frames per second) high-speed sequential shooting 
lets you shoot fast-action sequences like a pro. You can take 
several shots in rapid succession to capture every moment 
of the action. With a burst rate of up to 1 5fps, you can 
freeze moments in time to get the shot you want. 

• Pre-Capture begins working as soon as the focus is locked, 
automatically archiving five frames in the camera's buffer 



memory prior to the shutter release, so you're sure to cap- 
ture the perfect shot even if your reaction time is slow. 
The SP-550 UZ offers the highest sensitivity of any ultra 
zoom — up to ISO 5000. Combine with shutter speeds of up 
to 1/2000 seconds to capture fast-action photos, like sports 
and pets, with ease. 

Full manual exposure control provides creative control for 
advanced users, yet it's easy enough for any family member 
to shoot beautiful images. 

Getting the best shot has never been easier. Preset shooting 
modes optimize the camera's settings for any shooting situ- 
ation to ensure you capture a great shot. Select scene 
modes such as Portrait, Landscape, Night Scene, Sports, 
Beach & Snow, Underwater, and more. You can also record 
TV-quality AVI movies with sound up to the capacity of 
your xD card. 



OLYMPUS 
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Webroot* Spy Sweeper ™ 
with Antivirus 

MSRP: $49.95 

www.webroot.com 

Available at select Best Buy™ stores 

and www.bestbuy.com 
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webroot' 



Spy Sweeper 

with Antivirus 



The easy-to-use tool for protecting 
your PC against spyware and viruses 



VersionGuard Guarantee 

Automatically installs the lates* 
version on your PC 



installs on up to 3 PCs 



fended by experts 



~«#ssr " >g 




Keep Your PC Spyware- & Virus-Free With One Click 



Webroot® Spy Sweeper with Antivirus offers combined pro- 
tection at a better value than suites or two stand-alone 
products. It provides complete security from the two most 
dangerous threats in a single, easy-to-use solution. 

With advanced detection and removal capabilities, even the 
most dangerous files are removed in a single sweep. You will 
not have to scan and restart your PC repeatedly with 
Webroot Spy Sweeper with Antivirus — one sweep, and your 
PC is clean. 

Additionally, Webroot Spy Sweeper with Antivirus uses ad- 
vanced smart shields that can detect, remove, and block 
Internet viruses, spyware, and worms in real time — ensuring 
overall system performance. 



Other features include: 

• Award-winning antispyware and powerful antivirus protec- 
tion 

• Effective, easy-to-use protection from the most dangerous 
Internet threats 

• Automatic defense updates keep you protected from the 
latest threats 

• Windows Vista™ compatible 



Webroot 

Software:, Inc. 
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Webroot Child Safe 

MSRP: $39.95 

www.webroot.com 

Available at select Best Buy™ stores 

andwww.bestbuy.com s n 
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Child Safe 



The easy-to-use tool for protecting your children 
from online predators and other Internet dangers 



VersionGuard Guarantee 

Automatically installs the latest 
version on your PC 

.. i mecton required) 




Keep Your Children Safe From Internet Threats 



Webroot® Child Safe® is the most comprehensive and easy- 
to-use solution available to keep children safe on the Internet. 
Webroot Child Safe offers comprehensive and flexible parental 
controls that block access to objectionable sites, restrict PC 
access, and keep you informed with detailed reports. 

You can easily define a schedule to manage each child's use of 
specific programs. For example, you can change settings to 
allow only the use of spreadsheets and word processing soft- 
ware Monday through Friday, but grant access to game 
playing for three hours per day on weekends. 



Other features include: 

• Protect your children from Internet threats 

• Limit Internet or game-playing time 

• Block access to inappropriate sites 

• Establish time-of-day access for each child 

• Windows Vista™ compatible 



Webroot 
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Velocity Micro ProMagix E2215 

MSRP: $1,999.99 
www.velocitymicro.com 
Available at select Best Buy™ stores 
and www.bestbuy.com 




Take Your Gaming To New Heights 



The ProMagix E2215 is a powerful and versatile PC that 
delivers amazing performance for multitasking, gaming, and 
digital media creation. The ProMagix E2215 is perfect for 
home office users, small business owners, digital media 
enthusiasts, and gamers seeking extreme performance and 
all-in-one functionality. 

Other features include: 

• Windows Vista Ultimate with enhanced navigation, visual- 
ization, and security features 

• High frame rates and visual settings with Nvidia GeForce 
7950 GT graphics for immersive, high-speed gaming 



Intel Core 2 Duo processor provides extreme dual-core 
power for multitasking and gaming performance 
Immaculate custom hand wiring and origami-style folded 
drive cables for ultimate air flow 
Individual custom testing for complete component and 
software functionality, signed by the system builder and 
QA inspector 




VELOCITY 

micro 
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Life: Meet Stylus 

Snap Pics Anywhere With The 770 SW 



ou have plenty of 
choices if you're 
looking for a pock- 
etable camera. Tiny 
digital cameras are 
a dime a dozen, and 
many are fairly inexpen- 
sive. But there's more to a good all- 
around camera than size; a camera that's 
small enough to go anywhere with you 
might not be tough enough survive any- 
where you take it. Sure, you don't climb 




mountains or swim with dolphins every 
weekend, but your everyday adventures 
have probably already proven too much 
for at least one super-portable camera. 
The Stylus 770 SW can go places and take 
pictures other cameras cannot. After all, 
you can't take the picture if you can't 
take your camera. 

Enter Olympus' Stylus SW line, which fea- 
tures attractive but rugged cameras that 
stand up to elements without sacrificing 



picture quality, features, or size. Olympus' 
newest camera in this family, the Stylus 
770 SW ($379.99; www.getolympus.com), 
is its toughest yet, but it retains the sleek 
looks that grace the other cameras. The 
Stylus 770 SW can withstand shocks, se- 
vere cold, and even water, which means it 
really can go wherever you go. 

"Stylus 770 SW consumers lead active 
lifestyles," says Jennifer Lyons, public rela- 
tions manager for Olympus. "This could 
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be anyone from hikers, snorklers, and 
scuba divers to parents who want a kid- 
proof camera." 

Meet The Stylus 770 SW 

The 7.1MP Stylus 770 SW has all the fea- 
tures you'd expect to find in a high-end 
consumer camera. The camera supports 
resolutions that range from the small, 
email-friendly 640 x 480 resolution up to 
3,072 x 2,304, which would provide 16.5- 
x 11.7-inch prints. The Stylus 770 SW of- 
fers up to 3X optical zoom and features a 
2.5-inch HyperCrystal LCD. 

At 5.5 ounces and 2.3 x 3.6 x 0.8 inches 
(HxWxD), the Stylus 770 SW is light and 
small, which means you can slip it into 
most pockets without advertising that 
you're carrying a camera. You can take 
pictures and record video right out of the 
box, thanks to the camera's 18MB of 
built-in memory, but if you plan to do 
much of either, you'll want to supple- 
ment the internal storage with a memory 
card. The Stylus 770 SW supports xD- 
Media cards from 16MB to 2GB. 

Navigating the Stylus 770 SW's menus is 
a breeze. A circular navigation pad lets 
you quickly browse the options in each 
menu, and an OK button in the center 



of the pad enables and disables features. 
As if this setup isn't already intuitive, in- 
structions at the bottom of each menu 
help you locate the buttons you'll need 
to use to select features and to return to 
the main camera window. 

If you let your friends look at your cam- 
era's pictures, you'll love the My Favorites 
feature, which lets you build a collection 
of your best shots for easy access when 
your friends pass the camera around. 
They can use the navigation pad to flip 
from one My Favorites pic to the next. 

Tough Enough 

Although the Stylus 770 SW has several 
features that make it a rugged camera, 
one of the most important is its shock 
resistance. Thanks to the camera's 
tough exterior and shock-absorption 
features, the camera can drop from up 
to 5 feet without breaking; if the Stylus 
770 SW tumbles to the pavement as you 
get out of the car, you won't flinch. The 
camera is also crushproof-it can with- 
stand up to 220 pounds of force 
without cracking. Even the LCD can 
handle heavy loads, which means that, 
when you're stuck at the airport, you 
can sit on your suitcase without wor- 
rying about breaking the camera. 



Cutting Room Floor 



No camera's internal photo touchup features can match a heavy-duty editing 
program's capabilities, but the Stylus 770 SW has some features that will 
let you take care of some basic (but important) edits while you're on the road. 
Within the camera's own menus, you can remove red-eye, resize, and even add 
frames and labels to your pics. The camera has several frame and label templates 
in its internal memory. You can even add pictures to a calendar. 

Those are fun tools, but we suspect you'll use the camera's built-in Brightness 
and Saturation tools more often. Each tool displays Before and After pictures so 
you can compare your original photo to the newly edited copy. Thanks to the 
Brightness tool, you'll find you can salvage many photos that otherwise seemed 
too dark. Olympus rounds out the Stylus 770 SW package with its OLYMPUS 
Master software, a program that helps you organize and edit your photos on 
your PC or Mac. 



Picture Perfect 

You don't need to adjust major 
settings to get great shots in 
poor lighting conditions, thanks 
to the Stylus 770 SW. It has a slew 
of photo modes that automatically 
adjust to accommodate common 
photo situations. For example, 
you'll find modes you can adjust 
for the bright light of snowy envi- 
ronments and white-sand beaches, 
as well as several underwater modes 
that let you get close-ups of nearby 
fish and shots of coral reefs. 

Ebay sellers will get a kick out of 
the Auction mode, which lets you 
take three quick shots of your auc- 
tion item in a row. Each shot auto- 
matically uses a different exposure 
so you can choose the picture that 
looks best. Special modes for taking 
pictures of fireworks or objects that 
are behind glass windows and coun- 
tertops also come in handy. 

The Stylus 770 SW includes 
Bright Capture technology, which 
lets the camera preview and capture 
background lights in dim environ- 
ments. You'll find this particularly 
helpful when you shoot a portrait 
photo of someone in a dimly-lit 
room — instead of a photo that has 
a dark, almost blank background, 
the photo will pick up many of the 
background details. 

If you have kids or take pictures 
of sporting events, you'll love the 
camera's Image Stabilization tech- 
nology, which captures images of 
moving people (or objects, for 
that matter) as though they were 
standing still. The camera's Shoot 
& Select modes let you quickly 
take multiple pictures of a moving 
object. Once you finish taking the 
pictures, the camera displays them 
so you can quickly discard any of 
the shots that you don't intend 
to keep. 
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Olympus built the camera for sports en- 
thusiasts as well as mainstream users, so 
it's no surprise that skiers can take the 
Stylus 770 SW to the slopes without 
freezing the camera. The Stylus can take 
pictures in temperatures below freezing 
as low as 14 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Of course, not all of us think of moun- 
tains when we plan our vacations. The 
Stylus 770 SW transitions from the slopes 
to the beach with ease: You can sub- 
merge it up to 33 feet underwater. That 
ought to ease your mind when the 
camera tumbles into the tub, but the 
camera is more than merely water- 
proof — it takes pictures and records 
video (with audio) underwater, too, 
whether you're in the pool or the ocean. 
Thanks to a built-in manometer (a device 
that measures air and water pressure), the 
camera can display your depth (or alti- 
tude) right on the LCD and will alert you 
when you approach its maximum. 



Underwater situations are often dark, 
but the Stylus 770 SW has a special LED 
that provides softer lighting than a flash 
when you shoot particularly close-up 
shots. "The LED light is great for close- 
up shots of coral or shells," says Lyons. 
You also use the LED when you shoot 
portraits on land: The LED illuminates 
your subject without washing out the 
image, as a flash might. 

Unlike previous Stylus models, the 770 
SW's lens has a water-repellant coating. 
The coating won't make a difference 
when you're shooting pictures under- 
water, but when you lift the camera out 
of the water, you won't see any of the 
water droplets that normally appear on 
camera lenses. As a result, you can snap 
pictures in the rain without capturing 
picture-ruining raindrops. 

Of course, even great weather can inter- 
fere with your impromptu photo-shoot if 



you're using a standard digital camera. 
The Stylus 770 SW's large (2.5-inch) 
HyperCrystal LCD has two features that 
ensure you can see your pictures clearly in 
bright sunlight. The antiglare technology 
is especially helpful, as it keeps pictures 
bright even when glare would normally 
cast a pall over the LCD. This feature 
comes in particularly handy when you 
need to make sure that the picture in- 
cludes small details. The LCD also has a 
wide viewing angle, which means you 
won't need to look at the screen straight 
on to see the picture. This feature lets you 
see the screen even in harsh glares and 
when you want to hold the camera while 
you show pictures to friends. 

Overall, the Stylus 770 SW is a solid, 
stylish camera. Whether you're hitting 
the trail or heading to the backyard, 
the Stylus 770 SW has the guts— and 
the features — to make your photo- 
shoot a success. E3 



First Glimpse / May 2007 13 



open 



ce news 



COMPILED BY RACHEL DeROWITSCH 



Best Buy To 
Open 90 New 
U.S. Stores 

Best Buy (www.bestbuy 
.com) has announced 
plans to add 90 new retail 
stores in the United States 
in the coming year, bring- 
ing the total number of 
Best Buy stores in the 
country to about 900. It is 
expected that most of the 
new stores will be opened 
by November. 

In addition, the con- 
sumer-electronics re- 
tailer will open as many 
as 40 stores in Canada 
and China over the next 
18 months. The retailer 
operates Best Buy and 
Future Shops in Canada 
and Five Star and Best 
Buy stores in China. 

In February, Best Buy 
opened eight new stores 
throughout the United 
States, presenting a 
check for $10,000 to a 
local nonprofit group 
in each community 
in which the stores 
were opened. 




Lenovo Notebooks Added 
To Best Buy For Business Locales 

Best Buy for Business (www.bestbuybusiness 
.com), a specialty section of Best Buy stores, is 
now selling N100 notebooks from the Lenovo 
3000N series and ThinkPad T60 
widescreen notebooks (www 
.lenovo.com). The addition of 
these products to Best Buy for 
Business locales is intended to give 
home business and small business owners 
a firsthand look at these products. 

Lenovo, which bought the IBM Personal Computing 
Division in May 2005, began selling its products in Best Buy stores in 
April 2006. There are 300 Best Buy for Business centers in 29 states and 
Washington, D.C. 



DirecTV Adds Interactive Game Lounge 

Family game night takes on a new twist, at least for DirecTV (www.directv.com) 
subscribers. The satellite broadcaster has added the Game Lounge, an interac- 
tive video game channel that offers arcade-style games, puzzles, card games, 
and word challenges, so families can gather around the TV to play games with 
themes ranging from SpongeBob SquarePants to Sudoku. 

DirecTV and Mattel have reached an exclusive deal to create games for the 
channel based on Barbie, Hot Wheels, and other Mattel toy brands. Other 
gaming partners include Leap Frog, PBS Kids, and Nickelodeon. 

DirecTV subscribers who have interactive receivers can access all the games 
for a $5.95 monthly fee. Or they can pay $1.95 for "play-per-day" privileges. 
Gamers can play using the DirecTV remote control. 
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Top Digital Camera Makers Retain 
Market Leadership 



Canon 



SONY 



Kodak 



Nikon 



Two research firms have released their 2006 market share figures for digital 
cameras, and the top players remain the same — Canon, Kodak, and Sony — 
though the researchers' figures differ. 

IDC (www.idc.com) calculates market share as the number of camera ship- 
ments to retailers. Its figures show Canon has the largest market share of all man- 
ufacturers, followed by Sony and Kodak. NPD (www.npd.com), which figures 
market share based on retail sell-through, ranks Kodak first, ahead of Canon and 
Sony. Both researchers include the sales of digital SLRs in their figures. 

IDC also reported that Q4 2006 was the first time digital cameras saw a de- 
cline in unit shipment sales compared with the corresponding quarter from 
the previous year. 



Digital Camera Market Leaders 


IDC Figures (brand, market share) 


NPD Figures (brand, market share) 


Canon 


20% 




Kodak 19% 


Sony 


17% 




Canon 18% 


Kodak 


16% 




Sony 12% 


Nikon 


10% 




Nikon 7.5% 


HP 


7% 




HP 5% 


Others 


30% 




Others 38.5% 
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Women's Influence On CE Purchases Growing, 
Study Shows 

A Best Buy Omnitel Survey shows that women have a growing influence on the 
purchase of consumer electronics for the home. And when it comes to that tra- 
ditional male domain, the home theater, women have much stronger feelings 
about the technical aspects. According to the survey, more women than men 
believe that features such as sound quality and price are "very important." 





Feature Viewed 
As "Very Important" 


Women 


Men 


Sound Quality 


74% 


54% 


Price 


69% 


50% 


Ease of Use 


67% 


45% 


Available Installation Services 


38% 


23% 



tidbits 



Retail sales of CE products in 
^the United States 

grew to $111 

billion last year, 

a 3.6% increase. 
w 

Source: The NPD Group 




Revenues from LCD 
TV sales in the 
United States in- 
creased 1 25% to 
$11 billion in 2006. 

Source: Quixel Research 



in 




U.S. consumer 

digital photo 

print volumes will 
grow to 16 billion 
by 2009. 

Source: InfoTrends 



Factory sales of 

headphone ^ * 
MP3 players 

grew 32% in 2006, 
accounting for $5.56 billion. 

Source: CEA 



* 



19% of Internet users 

have a wireless 

home network. 

Source: Pew Research 




Analyst Chris Chute 
expects to see 

prices for digital 

SLRs drop from the 
current MSRPs of about $1,000 
to discounted prices of about 
$299 by the end of the year. 

Source: IDC 



Note: Survey participants could select more than one answer. 
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Gifts Galore 



Give 'Em What They Want 
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ift giving can be tricky. In a perfect world, every gift would be 
given willingly and chosen carefully. No one would ever need 
to return anything. But here on the planet Earth, most of us 
are still trying to master this art. Gifts for Mom and Dad can 
be especially perplexing, and this time of year you're likely 
also trying to come up with a suitable gift for the recent 
graduates in your life. 



If you have a long list but are coming 
up short on original ideas that will 
please the presentee, we can help. 
From the usual suspects, such as 
phones, cameras, and music players, 
to more unique items, we'll give you 
some helpful ideas and then explore 
them in more detail in the articles 
that follow. 

Mom 

Your mom probably wants in on the 
digital revolution but may not feel 
confident enough yet to buy some- 
thing on her own, so help her out 
with a user-friendly digital camera. If 
the mom on your list already has a 
digital camera, a digital photo frame 
would make a great gift. The Ceiva 8- 
inch Digital Photo Frame ($249.99; 
www.ceiva.com) includes inter- 
changeable black or wood frames 
and can display photos straight from 
a camera's memory card. 

Working moms will love the latest 
options in notebook PC bags and 
carrying cases that pull double duty 
as purses. The many stylish choices 
include Italian leather and detailed 
designs, with plenty of pockets for 
daily necessities. 

Dads 

Dads can be some of the hardest 
people to shop for. Sure, Dad can al- 
ways use a new shirt or tie, but that's 
not really something that will blow 



his socks off. (Don't even think about 
buying him those.) The things Dad really 
wants are a little out of most price 
ranges. The solution? Round up the sib- 
lings and whoever else you can think of 
and pool your money to get him some- 
thing he'll really love. A new HDTV 
would certainly guarantee everyone a 
good showing in the will. Other great 
options would be a DVR (digital video 
recorder), HTB (home theater in a box), 
or a subscription to TiVo. 

Grads 

Fresh from high school or college and 
ready for the real world, many graduates 
are eager to impress but lack the funds 
for respectable high-dollar items. That's 
why cash is always a favorite with this 
crowd. But if you want to get something 
more personal and have the money to 
spend (or are going in on a large group 
gift), consider a big-ticket item such as a 
notebook PC or an iPod. If the grad al- 
ready has an iPod, check out one of the 
many accessories on the market, such as 
a car adapter, docking station with 
speakers, or carrying case. More budget- 
friendly options include online music 
gift certificates, such as one from iTunes, 
which you can email up to the last 
minute. Staples, such as photo printer 
paper or even printer cartridges, will 
help the grad who's facing lots of stu- 
dent loan payments. B3 

by Jennie Schlueter 
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Shure e2c Sound-Isolating Earphones 
$109 • www.shure.com 



This Mother's Day 

Give Mom A Gift She Can Use Year-Round 



f you're thinking about flowers for Mom 
this Mother's Day, maybe it's time to do 
some more thinking. Sure, the floral 
route is a longtime favorite, but really, 
those flowers probably won't make it 
through the week. Instead, surprise Mom 
with an electronic device or accessory 
that will remind her year-round how 
much you appreciate all she does. The 
following are a few gift ideas available at 
Best Buy stores and www.bestbuy.com. 



For Working Moms 

Moms live hectic lives, and hectic lives call for organization, 
whether that means making a grocery list while sitting in 
traffic or presenting the latest projections to the company's 
board members. To that end, Targus' AMP05US ($69.99; 




www.targus.com) is a 2.4GHz wireless voice recorder that 
also operates as a PowerPoint presenter, memory card 
reader, and laser pointer. To store Mom's laptop, cell phone, 
and other office tools on the way to and from work, Liz Clai- 
borne's Leather Notebook Briefcase ($149.99; www.liz 
claiborne.com) comes in black, brandy, and red colors. For 
work-at-home moms, a pair of noise-canceling headphones 
is great for those times when she needs to keep the outside 
world out and get down to work. Sets include Philips' 
HN060 ($48.99; www.usa.philips.com) at the low end on 
through Sony's MDR-NC50 folding headphones ($199.99; 
www.sonystyle.com). If your mom is like ours, she's also the 
family's financial wiz and bill payer. Although it's not exactly 
the most personal gift, a paper shredder, such as Aurora's 
AS1018CD Crosscut Shredder ($79.99; www.auroraglobal 
.com), will help her permanently dispose of the sensitive 
data those bills contain. Aurora's shredder has the teeth to 
rip through paper, credit cards, and CDs. 
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Letting Off Steam 

Mom's life isn't all about work, and 
plenty of gifts can assist in making her 
playtimes more enjoyable. One unique 
option for moms who are also swim- 
mers is H20's waterproof Audio Head- 
phones ($39.95; www.h2oaudio.com). 
When matched with an H20 waterproof 
case ($39.95) for iPod nano, video, and 
shuffle players, Mom can submerge the 
case and headphones to depths of 10 
feet while swimming laps with her 
tunes. For landlocked moms, Shure 
makes many excellent headphones, in- 
eluding the E2c and E3c Sound-Isolating 
Earphones ($109 and $199, respectively; 
www.shure.com). 

Letting off steam doesn't have to mean 
exercising, though. An 
afternoon at the park 
with the kids can also do 
the trick. Like many chil- 
dren, however, Mom's 
pups might have a ten- 
dency to stray. If that's 
the case, a set of two- 
way radios can help 
quickly round them up. 
The Cobra microTalk 
LI6000-2 ($79.95; www 
.cobra.com) has a 17- 
mile range, runs on re- 
chargeable Li-Ion batteries, and is small 
enough to fit in a child's pocket. After 
those workouts or long afternoons, help 
take away your mom's aches and pains 
with a HoMedics NMSQ-100 Neck & 
Shoulder Massager with SQUSH ($24.95; 
www.homedics.com). Her mind and 
body will thank you. 

For New Mommies 

Before and after the baby arrives, 
photo-taking opportunities are seem- 
ingly endless, and you can trust Mom 
will try to capture every moment soon 
enough. If she already has a digital 
camera, consider an accessory that may 
enhance her picture-taking experience. 




HoMedics Neck & Shoulder 

Massager 
$24.95 • www.homedics.com 



One invaluable option is 
more storage via a remov- 
able memory card. Avail- 
able in various sizes and 
formats, options range from 
the lower-capacity PNY 
512MB P-SD512-RF Secure 
Digital card ($24.99; www 
.pny.com) up to Lexar's huge 
4GB CF4GB-133-380 Compact 
Flash card ($219.99; www.lexar 
.com). To steady her camera, 
Manfrotto-Bogen's Mono 790B 
($39.99; www.manfrotto.com) is 
a space-saving monopod for digi- 
cams and camcorders that's well- 
suited for shooting in tight spaces. 
To show off her photos of her kids, 
Digital Spectrum's 10.4-inch U-30192 
MemoryFrame ($299.99; www.dsicen 
tral.com) can display a 
continuous slideshow 
complete with audio 
via integrated speakers. 
Finally, you can give 
Mom a little company 
during those midnight 
feedings with a small 
LCD TV, such as Hann- 
spree's 12-inch Hanns- 
bugsy ($249.99; www 
.hannspree.com), which 
has a potted-plant- 
themed design that's 
suitable for nearly any room. 



Around The 
House 

Any household appliance 
that Mom can use all year 
is a good Mother's Day 
gift, but ones that will 
pamper her day in and 
out are especially nice. 
For example, when those 
all-too-infrequent times 
come along in which mom 
can unwind with a hot 
bath, an iPod dock made 
especially for the bath- 
room can offer up some 
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soothing tunes to help her escape. Atech 
Flash Technology's unique iCarta Bath 
Tissue Holder ($99.99; www.atechflash 
.com) goes a step further; it's both an 
iPod dock (compatible with all iPods via 
dock connectors) and tissue holder. If 
Mom enjoys a daily dose of caffeine, 
spruce up her mornings and evenings 
with a new cappuccino or espresso 
maker. Models include everything from 
Braun's silver-and-black Tassimo 1-cup 
TA1400 ($169.99; www.braun.com) to 
Saeco's silver Incanto 00065 Classic 
($999.99; www.saeco.com), a prebrewing 
espresso/cappuccino/ latte maker. If your 
mom has a passion for cooking, a spe- 
cialty cooking appliance will benefit her 
(and you). Options include a food 
processor, such as Cuisinart's DFP-7BC 
7-Cup Food Processor 
($149.99; www. cuisinart 
.com); a rice maker, such 
as the Sanyo 5.5-cup ECJ- 
D55S Micom Rice Cook- 
er ($139.99; www. sanyo 
.com); or Helman's Old 
Fashioned Movie Time 
Popcorn Maker ($29.99, 
$79.99, and $399.99; www 
.helmangroup.com) to 
make all of those movie- 
watching nights pure, 
buttery rapture. 03 



by Blaine A. Flamig 
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A Bowling Ball Is Nice 

But Electronics Are Extra Nice For Father's Day 



et us be so bold as to speak for fathers 
everywhere, young, old, and in between. 
Knowing their children love, respect, and 
appreciate them is gift enough, but if 
a new HDTV or home-theater system 
should find its way into your pop's living 
room this Father's Day, he's not going to 
tell you to take it back. If a pricey high- 
def set is beyond your limits, don't sweat 
it; plenty of other gifts across all price 
points can show your dad how much 
you care. The following are a few of the many gift ideas avail- 
able at Best Buy stores and www.bestbuy.com. 

For The Working Dad 

As Dad faithfully heads off to work each day, show him your 
appreciation with a gift that's both attractive and protective, 




such as Targus' Leather Notebook Case ($49.99; www.targus 
.com), suitable for laptops with up to 15.4-inch screens, or the 
Platinum Deluxe ($59.99), for up to 17-inch screens. Whether 
your dad's in the office or on the road, a new mouse, such as 
Logitech's VX Revolution ($79.99; www.logitech.com), will 
keep him smoothly navigating, while a Palm PDA organizer 
(www.palm.com) can keep him on schedule. Palm's Z22 is just 
$99 and is a great match for fathers with little tech experience, 
while the pricier T/X ($299) includes integrated Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth, and MP3-playback ability. If Dad hits the gym at 
lunchtime, musically enhance his workouts courtesy of an MP3 
player, such as SanDisk's 8GB Sansa e280R Rhapsody music 
player ($249.99; www.sandisk.com) with photo and video sup- 
port. For the drive home, keep both of Dad's hands on the 
steering wheel while he's talking on his Bluetooth-enabled cell 
phone with a wireless headset, such as Plantronics' affordable 
Explorer 320 Bluetooth Headset ($69.95; www.plantronics 
.com). Once he's home, Pop can unwind with his favorite cold 
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beverage courtesy of Revolutionary 
Cooling Systems' Cooper Cooler ($89.99; 
www.coopercooler.com), which cools 
beverages 90 times quicker than a fridge. 

New Dads & Grandpas 

Possibly the only thing that compares to 
the happiness a new little bundle of joy 
brings to a new dad's or grandfather's life 
is recording her every breath with a 
digital camera or camcorder to share 
with the rest of the world. The easy-to- 
operate, 6.1 MP Kodak EasyShare C653 
(www.kodak.com) is just $129.95, can 
shoot video clips, and includes a Pan- 
orama mode to stitch several photos to- 
gether into a larger composition. For 
experienced photographers, the Canon 
EOS Digital Rebel XTi is a 10.1 MP D-SLR 
($899.99; www.canon.com) with loads of 
advanced features. Both companies also 
make photo printers, including Canon's 
Pixma iP4300 ($99.99) at the low end and 
Kodak's Professional 1400 ($499) with an 
XTRALIFE lamination feature at the high 
end. If your dad is already a high-def wiz, 
consider Sony's High Definition Handy- 
Cam HDR-HC5 camcorder ($1,099.99; 
www.sonystyle .com), which sports a Carl 
Zeiss Vario-Sonnar lens and can switch 
between high-def and standard digital 
playback/recording. Web cameras pro- 
vide yet another avenue for sharing, in 
real-time, the wonder of a new baby with 
distant family members. Microsoft's 
LifeCam VX-6000 ($106.99; www.micro 
soft.com), for example, captures up to 
1.3MP video and 5MP still photos, in- 
cludes an integrated microphone, and 
works with Microsoft's Live Messen- 
ger service. 



Rest& 
Relaxation 

If your dad is like most, 
he relishes his time in 
front of the telly. Al- 
though you might be 
thinking it will cost a 
fortune to surprise your 
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pop with an HDTV, it 
doesn't have to. For around 
$800 you can get him a 
Sharp Aquos 26-inch LC- 
26D40U ($999.99; www 
.sharpusa.com) LCD flat 
panel — which is great for bed- 
rooms or dens. If your dad has 
been particularly awesome this 
year, a 52-inch Sony Bravia KDL- 
52XBR2 ($4,999.99) will speak 
volumes. For dads who are lucky 
enough to already own a high- 
definition TV, give the power to 
control it with a remote, such as 
Logitech's Harmony 1000 Universal 
Remote ($499.99), which controls 
15 devices via a 3.5-inch touchscreen, 
or the more affordable Sony 8-Function 
RMAX1 400 ($99.95). 

For high-quality movie 
watching, consider a 
Blu-ray Disc player, 
such as the Samsung 
BD-P1000 ($799.99; 
www.samsung.com) or 
hook your dad up with 
a 5.1 surround-sound 
home-theater system, 
such as Philips' 1,000- 
watt HTS3450 ($1 99.99; 
www.usa.philips.com) or Panasonic's 
1,200-watt SC-RT50 ($599.95; www 
.panasonic.com). What better way for 
your dad to enjoy all of his digital enter- 
tainment than by kicking back in a chair 
that doubles as a massager, such as the 
HoMedic Anti-gravity Recliner ($399.99; 
www.homedics.com)? Don't be sur- 
prised, though, if you find that your dad 
nods off before the 
game is over. 



Highways & 
Byways 

Men love their auto- 
mobiles, and Father's 
Day is a fantastic op- 
portunity to super- 
charge the time spent 
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in the car. Whether your dad is making a 
jaunt across town or road trippin' cross 
country, a GPS can get him (and you) 
there without the usual 
fuss concerning direc- 
tions. Options include 
everything from Gar- 
min's portable Street- 
Pilot c330 ($428.56; 
www.garmin.com) with 
its 3.5-inch color touch- 
screen and more than 5 
million POI (points of 
interest), to the Pioneer 
AVIC-D2 ($1,500; www 
.pioneerelectronics.com), and all-in-one, 
in-dash, with a 6.5-inch touchscreen, 11 
million POI, a CD player, XM-ready re- 
ceiver, AM/FM radio, and more. For i Pod- 
owning fathers, an FM transmitter, such 
as Belkin's TuneFM transmitter ($49.99; 
www.belkin.com), will keep his tunes 
streaming over radio waves while charg- 
ing his iPod. Finally, while your dad is in 
the car, prepare him for emergencies with 
Vector's Stormtracker ($99.99; www.vec 
tormfg.com). This hand-cranking 5-inch 
TV includes NOAA (National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration) radio 
alerts, an AM/FM radio, lantern, and cell 
phone charging adapter. (For more 
Father's Day gift ideas, visit www.first 
glimpsemag .com/dads.) E3 

by Blaine A. Flamig 
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Gifts For Grads 

Commemorate Your Graduate's Accomplishments With 
Presents In All Price Ranges 



raduation is a momentous occasion, re- 
gardless of whether you're buying gifts 
for a high school, college, or med school 
graduate, so you'll want your gift to re- 
flect your pride. You also may wish to 
give a gift that'll help your grad prepare 
for the upcoming changes in his or her 
life, which may include a move to a 
dorm room, a new apartment, or a dif- 
ferent city. 



The Gift Of Song 

Grads of all ages appreciate music, and an MP3 player can help 
make a long commute to a new job a little more relaxing. The 
SanDisk Sansa e260R Rhapsody 4GB AAP3 player ($179.99; 




www.sandisk.com) is PlaysForSure-compatible, plays a slew of 
music files and FM radio, and lets you listen for roughly 20 
hours before its Li-Ion battery needs recharging. 

If your grad has an iPod, the DLO Leather PodFolio ($29.99; 
www.dlo.com) will protect his nano from scratches when he 
wants to slip it into a jacket pocket or briefcase. And he'd 
probably appreciate an iTunes gift card; you can buy a card 
online and email it to him. 



Productivity Oriented 

For the high school grad who's heading off to college, a laptop 
is a perfect gift. She'll be able to use it in her dorm room, take it 
to the library for research, and slip it in her backpack so she can 
take notes in classes. The 13.3-inch Apple MacBook (starting at 
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$1,099; www.apple.com) connects to the 
Internet wirelessly and has a built-in 
iSight Web cam, so your daughter can 
see and talk to friends and family and 
ease the first few weeks of homesickness. 

The Toshiba Satellite U205-S5057 (starts 
at $1,299.99; www.toshibadirect.com) is 
a sharp-looking laptop with a duo core 
processor, a 160GB hard drive, a wireless 
LAN card, and fingerprint security, and 
it runs Windows Vista. 

Your grad may want the security of 
backing up his data or additional storage 
for his music and photos files; the LaCie 
Mobile Drive is an 80GB external USB 2.0 
hard drive ($74.99; www.lacie.com). The 
drive is lightweight and portable, and it'll 
fit in a pocket or briefcase; it's compatible 
with PCs and Macs. 



As your grad heads to 
college, she may not 
need storage space, but 
she might appreciate 
a PNY Technologies 
Collegiate Attache — a 
1GB USB 2.0 flash drive 
($29.99; www2.pny 
.com), personalized 
with her school's name 
and logo. 




height. If there's no room 
in her luggage for a three- 
legged unit, go with the 
Manfrotto-Bogen Modo 
Monopod ($42). 

Expand her digital camera's 
memory with a card; make sure 
you know what type of media 
her camera takes. For instance, 
the SanDisk 2GB Ultra II Secure 
Digital memory card ($89.99; 
www.sandisk.com) will let her 
store hundreds of still and video 
images, as will the Lexar Profes- 
sional 2GB CompactFlash memory 
card ($89.99; www.lexar.com). 



Make it easy for your shutterbug to carry 
her equipment with a Lowepro Rezo 
140AW shoulder bag 
($43.99; www.lowepro 
.com). The weather- 
resistant, padded case 
protects her camera, 
and the zippered com- 
partments let her carry 
extra batteries and 
memory cards. 



Accessory 



\ 



«@b 



A ? p ,-fc because W st ' 



&££**« 



any 



budget. 



c shoppy 



list 



■1 We Po ttab c\\ He 



LaCie Mobile Drive 
$74.99 • www.lacie.com 



Memories For A Lifetime 

Maybe your college grad is taking a trip 
with friends before settling into her job. 
Help her commemorate the trip with the 
Kodak EasyShare C875 ($199.95; www 
.kodak.com). This point-and-shoot 
camera will let her capture detailed 
memories with its 8MP, 5X optical 
zoom, and all-glass Schneider-Kreuznach 
Variogon optical zoom lens. 

Help your photographer keep her 
camera steady with a Manfrotto-Bogen 
728B Tripod ($149; www.manfrotto 
.com), which has its own rucksack-style 
carrying case. She'll be able to quickly 
set up shots and adjust the tripod's 



You might want to 
give a gift that per- 
forms double duty. 
The Lowepro Compu- 
Daypack ($99.99) lets your graduate 
sling around his 17-inch laptop in the 
padded backpack on his daily commute 
and accommodates a D-SLR (including 
the camera body, two or three addi- 
tional lenses, and a few 
memory cards) for his 
weekend road trips. A 
front pocket holds an 
MP3 player. 

Keep In Touoh 

If your college graduate 
is moving into an a- 
partment, get him the 
VTech i5871 ($149.95; 
www.vtechphones.com), 




a 5.8GHz, expandable cordless phone 
with a digital answering system and a 
color display. He can add as many as 
eight remote handsets, using only a 
single phone jack. And he can download 
and record unique ringtones for his var- 
ious callers, so he'll know who's on the 
line without looking at caller ID. 

Encourage your recent college graduate 
to keep in touch by giving her a new cell 
phone. Visit Best Buy for plans and 
phones available from Cingular, Verizon, 
Sprint, and Amp'd Mobile. Prices and 
plans vary according to in-store deals. If 
your daughter gets a job and moves to 
Westminster, Colo., for instance, you can 
buy her the Motorola RAZR V3m Red 
multimedia phone ($249.99), and it'll cost 
$39.99 with a contract through Sprint. 

If your son thinks he isn't quite ready 
to commit to a single 
cell phone plan, you 
can get him a pay-as- 
you-go cell phone and 
add-on minutes that 
are available through 
Verizon/INpulse, Boost 
Mobile, Cingular and 
Virgin Mobile, which 
you'll find at Best Buy, 
as well. B3 



Lowepro Rezo 
$43.99 • www.lowepro.com 



by Kathryn Dolan 
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Gifts For Moms, Dads & Grads 



Lifestyle Close-Up Tips 

Buy The Perfect Gift 



Tis The Season, So Budget 

Like December holidays, May and June present numerous gift-giving occa- 
sions. You'll likely be buying gifts for moms, dads, and grads (and perhaps 
some weddings and anniversaries, as June is one of the two most popular 
months for weddings, according to Fact Monster). Consider your budget as 
you embark upon your quest for the perfect gifts. Plan for a couple of surprise 
events; you may have lost track of when a niece will graduate or that your co- 
worker's son is now a senior. 



Pay Attention 

Take a good look at the electronic devices your recipient already has. Is she 
someone who can't go anywhere without her BlackBerry? Does he invite friends 
over to watch big games on his big-screen HDTV? Your recipient's current activi- 
ties and electronic devices give you a clue regarding what, to them, is the perfect 
gift. Accessories for items they already own or upgrades to older gadgets they 
love may be just the thing. 



Ask Questions 


Gift Certificates & 




Gift Cards 


Open up a dialogue about gift 




giving. Ask your recipient about the 


It may seem like giving a gift certifi- 


kinds of gifts they love to receive or 


cate or gift card is taking the easy 


give. What were their favorite gifts? 


way out. In reality, it can be the 


What do they appreciate most in 


most thoughtful gift, especially if it 


gifts? What do they like to give to 


comes with an offer to go shopping 


others? Listen carefully. We tend to 


with the recipient. A Best Buy gift 


give to others in ways we'd like to 


card allows the recipient to choose 


receive, so your recipient's gift- 


the item she most wants. Your offer 


giving history is an important clue. 


to shop with your recipient gives the 


Remember, though, to give what 


additional gift of time together. 


your recipient likes to give and 


Don't live in the same city? Each of 


receive, not what you like to re- 


you can go to your local Best Buy at 


ceive. You'll appear much more 


the same time and compare what 


thoughtful when you tailor your 


you see as you chat or send each 


gift to your recipient's tastes. 


other pictures over your cell phones. 
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Techno-Wiz Or 

Technologically 

Challenged? 

Does your recipient like to be among 
the first to own the latest technology 
devices, or does he prefer to inch slowly 
into the field of electronic gadgets? 
Does she like all the bells and whistles 
on her digital camera, or does she take a 
"wait and see" approach to anything 
electronic? Your recipient's comfort 
level with technology will provide an- 
other clue regarding what to buy. The 
techno-whiz may be thrilled with a 
Bluetooth-capable device, while the 
technologically challenged may prefer 
a handheld gaming device or a simple 
cell phone. Buying a gift that's just a 
step beyond what the recipient already 
uses is a good way to honor her comfort 
with technology while adding some fun 
extra features. 03 

by Gwen Hurst-Anderson 
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Components 
You'll Need For 
A Home Theater 

Everything But The Box Office 





ssembling a home the- 
ater requires a variety 
of components, each of 
which has its own job 
to do. Here's what you 
will need and how it contributes to the 
system as a whole. Not every compo- 
nent is absolutely essential, but in our 
experience, the more, the merrier! 

HDTV 

A widescreen, high-definition television 
is, of course, the centerpiece of a home 
theater. Arguably, the most drool- 
worthy HDTVs are flat-panel sets — 
plasma and LCD. However, sets that use 
rear projection technology (there are a 
handful of different types) usually mea- 
sure just a few inches deeper and can 
provide greater value. 

TV Converter Box 

This brings in the signal from your cable 
or satellite provider and unscrambles 
it for viewing. High-definition boxes 
provide many more audio and video 
connectivity options than a standard- 
definition box. 

A gadget called a CableCARD can allow 
cable users to omit a converter box al- 
together and use a direct digital con- 
nection to the TV, although with 
limitations: The cards aren't available 
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everywhere, many HDTVs lack a card 
slot, and cards currently don't allow 
two-way communication (such as 
video-on-demand selections) with your 
cable provider. 

DVD & Other Players 

If you want to keep up with the most 
recent movie releases, then a DVD 
player is a must. These 
players are usually versatile 
enough to handle music 
CDs as well as photo discs. 

However, as good as reg- 
ular DVDs look on an 
HDTV, they still use the 
standard-definition 
format. Last year, two 
competing high-defini- 
tion formats emerged: BD 
(Blu-ray Disc) and HD 
DVD, each of which re- 
quires its own player or a 
dual-format player. 

Many people still need a VCR to watch 
their archive of videotapes. For them, a 
DVD/VCR combo player is more space- 
efficient than a standalone VCR. 

Digital Video Recorder 

Because it uses a hard drive rather 
than tape, a DVR does what a VCR 
can't: records TV in perfect digital 
clarity and usually with greater user 
convenience and flexibility. Some units 
are compatible with HD and surround- 
sound programming. Many cable and 
satellite companies offer converter 
boxes with a built-in DVR. 

Surround Sound A/V 
Receiver 

This device takes the audio signals 
from your TV and player sources and 
sends them to your speakers. Some 
users also find it handier to route their 
video signals through the receiver and 



then connect a single video cable to 
the TV. 

Speakers 

A multichannel surround-sound sys- 
tem utilizes four kinds of speakers. The 
left- and right-front speakers create 
a stereo image with the main audio 
that comes at you head-on. The center 



optic cable (these handle only audio) 
or an HDMI cable, which we'll cover in 
a moment. 

Hooking up your system for video will 
require one of three types of cable. A 
component video cable is a high- 
quality analog connection; the three- 
plug bundle uses a separate line for the 
red, green, and blue signals. You'll 





Home-Theater Component Checklist 






High-definition TV Surround-sound A/V receiver 






TV converter box Speakers 




DVR Cables 






DVD and other players Surge protector 







channel handles mostly dialogue. The 
surround speakers (two in a 5.1 system, 
three in a 6.1 system, and four in a 7.1 
system) go to the sides and/or behind 
the listening position and create an en- 
veloping sense of ambience. Finally, the 
subwoofer (the 1 in an X.1 configur- 
ation) handles only deep bass tones, 
giving extra oomph to pounding drums, 
explosions, etc. 

Cables 

Various types of cables are needed to 
carry your system's audio and video sig- 
nals. In many cases, the cable you need 
depends on the connections on your 
player, receiver, or HDTV. 

Standard speaker wire will link the re- 
ceiver to your regular speakers; the sub- 
woofer will need its own cable. 

Multichannel audio coming into the 
receiver from a DVD player or HD 
source will require one of three cables: 
either a digital coaxial cable or fiber 



want a DVI cable for the DVI jacks. DVI 
is the original format for digital video 
connections, and you're more likely to 
find this on components that are a few 
years old. The newest standard is 
HDMI; it's a single digital cable that 
carries both video and surround-sound 
audio signals. 

Surge Protector 

A surge protector is often an over- 
looked component in home theaters: A 
heavy-duty device protects the elec- 
tronic devices that are plugged into its 
outlets from power surges and spikes. A 
surge protector will also provide inputs 
and outputs for connections that may 
link to your system from outside (cable, 
broadband, and telephone), and that's 
crucial. If, for example, lightning strikes 
near your home, the electrical surge 
could damage components through 
any of these connections. \H 

by Brian Hodge 
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Know How 

Connect Your A/V Components 




he more components you have in your home 
theater, the more cables you must deal with 
and the more complicated it all seems. But with 
a little patience, you can wrangle that potential 
nest of snakes into submission. 



Start by plugging the power cables for 
your TV, cable/satellite box, players, and 
receiver into a good surge protector, 
such as Monster's Home 
Theater PowerCenter HT 
800 ($79.95; www.mon 
stercable.com). 

As you proceed, avoid 
positioning your audio 
and video cables in 
close parallel contact 
with power cords. If 
your A/V and elec- 
trical lines touch, make 
sure they cross at an angle. This will mini- 
mize the possibility of signal interference. 

Now, run the speaker wire (plus the sub- 
woofer cable) from your receiver and 
your audio system's speakers. You'll prob- 
ably find it more convenient to have this 
in place before connecting anything else. 

Next, decide which of the two main 
methods you prefer for routing your 
video signals: 

(A) Each player's video output connects 
directly to your TV. (Most newer HDTVs 




have a variety of inputs.) This way, you'll 
select the appropriate TV input for the 
player you want to watch. 

(B) Each player's video out- 
put connects to your re- 
ceiver, with the receiver's 
output connected to your 
TV. This way, you'll leave 
the TV on the same input 
and select the desired play- 
er via the receiver. 

Now, make the con- 
nections. When pos- 
sible, keep the signal 
digital, using HDMI 
(the newest standard) 
or DVI (an earlier standard) cables. If a 
digital connection isn't an option, go 
with component video (a three-plug 
cable with a separate line each for red, 
green, and blue). Although component 
is an analog standard, it can still sup- 
port high-quality digital signals. Use 



S-Video and composite video (normally 
color-coded with a yellow plug) only as 
a last resort or for legacy components 
such as VCRs. Neither supports higher- 
quality signals. 

If you have a separate DVR (some 
cable/satellite boxes have a built-in 
DVR), connect your TV input to it and 
then connect its output to your receiver 
or TV. 

Now move along to the audio connec- 
tions, which will run from the player's 
outputs to the receiver's inputs. 

Surround sound from sources such as 
DVD players and HD cable boxes nor- 
mally require a single digital cable: dig- 
ital coaxial or optical or HDMI, which 
keeps things streamlined by consoli- 
dating audio and video in one cable. 

You may also have stereo audio sourc- 
es — for instance, a CD jukebox or MP3 
player dock. If these lack digital outputs, 
connect them to the receiver with 
stereo audio cables (normally color- 
coded with red and white plugs). 

Finally, to keep excess cable under con- 
trol and organized (unless your enter- 
tainment center has a built-in cable 
management system), coil the extra 
length and cinch it with heavy-duty 
twist ties. UB 

by Brian Hodge 



r A/V and electrical lines touc 
ley cross at an angle. 
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A/V 

Shopping Tips 



Choose Earbuds 



by Tara Simmons 



he earbuds you choose can significantly affect your listening 
experience. Whether you're looking to upgrade your current 
set or simply need a new pair, these tips will help you sort 
through the various models and prices for earbuds. 



D How well can you 

hear the . . . ? 



One of the most important attrib- 
utes to look for in earbuds is sound 
quality. You'll likely find reviews on- 
line for some models. However, 
whenever possible, test the earbuds 
youself to see how they sound. Take 
a CD that you listen to frequently 
along with you on your test run. 
Listen carefully for overall clarity, 
richness of bass tones, and other 
musical subtleties. 

Just as important as sound quality 
in earbuds is comfort. Chances are 
you'll be wearing the buds for ex- 
tended periods of time. As you 
take a test-listen, pay careful atten- 
tion to how the buds feel in your 
ears. Take note of whether they 
will stay in your ears during phys- 
ical activity and make sure they fit 
snugly without being uncomfort- 
able. Finally, you'll need to decide if 
you'd prefer padded earbuds or 
those with a rubber end. 

If you use mass transit for your 
daily commute, or you just want to 
listen to your music in peace, con- 
sider earbuds that have noise-isola- 
tion or noise-cancellation abilities. 
Both will reduce outside noises, al- 
lowing you to keep the volume at 
low levels that won't damage your 
hearing. Noise-isolating earbuds 
are designed to block outside 
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noises by using silicon sleeves or 
dense rubber ends on the earbuds. 
Noise-cancelling earbuds detect 
ambient noise and send out equal- 
but-opposite sound waves that ef- 
fectively neutralize outside noises. 

Take note of the overall construc- 
tion of the earbuds you like. Make 
sure the plastic feels strong and 
durable. Cord lengths will also vary 
from model to model, and what 
you ultimately decide on will de- 
pend on your personal preferences. 
Some cords have a convenient clip 
to help keep wires from tangling. 
Also, keep in mind that long, thin 
cords will be more tangle-prone 
than cords that are shorter and 
slightly heavier. 

Appearance may not be high on 
your list of priorities when you're 
shopping for earbuds, or you may 
be happy to know that quite a few 
companies design their earbuds 
with the styles of a certain players 
in mind. For instance, there are a 
number of companies that inten- 
tionally design earbuds to match 
the sleek style of iPods, while 
others are made with the Creative 
MP3 players in mind. So you can 
shop around to find a style that 
will match your aesthetic tastes. 



□ Bass 

□ Treble 

□ Nuances 



r\Z\ How comfortable 
are the earbuds? 

□ Size 

□ Padding 

□ Rubber end 

□ OK for physical activity 



r\Z\ Do they offer sound 
isolation or cancellation? 

D Isolation 
□ Cancellation 



D How's the overall 
construction? 

□ Durable 

□ Stylish 

□ Tangle-free cords 



□ Notes 
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HDTV Shopping Tips 

Buying A Television Wall Mount 



by Gregory Anderson 






all-mounting a flat-panel television isn't just visually dramatic, 
it also saves space and can make it easy to adjust the set's po- 
sition. A wall mount is too important an accessory to be an 
afterthought, so we'll help you ask the right questions when 
shopping for one. 



Universal brackets promise to pair 
with nearly any flat-screen TV, often 
at lower prices than competing man- 
ufacturer-specific models. Saving 
money is great, but don't forget about 
the value of the television hanging in 
the balance. Most televisions use one 
of several VESA (Video Electronics 
Standards Association) layouts that 
define the distances between mount- 
ing holes. Make sure that a universal 
mount will support your television's 
model or VESA layout. 

Some wall mounts have a variety of 
adjustment options; others don't 
move at all. Still others tilt the 
screen up or down a few degrees. 
Top-of-the-line models let you posi- 
tion your TV several feet from the 
wall and swivel it 90 degrees in ei- 
ther direction. If you want to shift 
the position of your TV, find a wall 
mount with the choices and ranges 
of adjustments you'd like. If you're 
seeking a low profile for your TV, 
nonadjustable wall mounts sit closer 
to the wall and usually cost less. 

Each wall mount supports a max- 
imum weight. Record your televi- 
sion's weight (in both pounds and 
kilograms) on our "Shopping Check- 
list" and make sure the mount 
you're considering will support that 
weight. Users manuals usually pro- 
vide weight information, but you 
can find specs online, as well. 



Make a cable plan. Your new wall- 
mounted television won't look so 
graceful with a tangle of wires 
snaking out the back and down the 
wall. Look for a wall mount, instal- 
lation services, or cable manage- 
ment supplies that will help run 
cables along the mounting hard- 
ware, through the wall, or along in- 
conspicuous plastic channels that 
you can usually paint to match 
your wall color. 

Pay attention to how far a wall 
mount protrudes from the wall. 
When hanging televisions on the 
wall, keeping a low profile usually 
matters. Although your display 
may only be 3 to 5 inches thick, 
wall mounts can add an additional 
2 to 6 inches, sometimes placing 
the screen nearly a foot from the 
wall. Nonadjustable brackets tend 
to be slimmer. 

Consider professional installation. 
Unless you're confident attaching the 
bracket to your wall studs and have a 
helper to hold the TV as you mount 
it, let the pros do the work. Verify 
that the installers guarantee their 
work and have experience with your 
mount and wall type (brick, drywall, 
plaster). Best Buy's Magnolia Prem- 
ium Home Theater Installation ser- 
vices, for example, can mount your 
television and take care of cable man- 
agement starting from $300. 



D What are your TV's specs? 

□ Model 

□ Screen size 



□ Case dimensions. 

□ Weight lbs 

□ VESA standard _ 



_ inches 

_x x 

_kg 



inches 



□ What is the wall type? 



□ Drywall 

□ Plaster 

□ Brick 

□ Masonry 



D What kind of mount 
do you want? 



□ Tilt 

□ Extend 

□ Swivel 



. degrees 

inches 

degrees 



. inches 
inches 



□ Minimum depth 

□ Maximum depth 

□ Professional installation offered 
and guaranteed? 



□ Notes 
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Your Home Theater 
Go-To Guys 

Best Buy's MAGNOLIA Home Theater 
Premium Installation Services 



ack in the day, setting up a TV 
was a cinch, but it's more compli- 
cated now. Best Buy's Magnolia 
Premium Home Theater Installation lets 
you sit back and envision your ultimate 
viewing and listening environment, while 
leaving the design, configuration, and in- 
stallation to Magnolia's trained experts. 

In-Home Consultation 

Magnolia offers an in-home consultation 
service. Schedule an appointment by 
calling 1-888-MAGNOUA (1-888-624- 
6654) or by visiting your local Best Buy 
and speaking to a customer specialist. 

Magnolia's experts spend roughly an 
hour helping you build your dream A/V 
system. The experts perform a prelimi- 
nary walkthrough of your home, dis- 
cussing with you the possibilities and 
offering advice on choosing products 
that meet your needs. The cost of the 
service, which includes a detailed esti- 
mate of costs and a diagram of the pro- 
posed layout, is $100. If you buy your 
equipment at Best Buy and spend more 
than $499, you can apply the cost of 
your consultation toward the purchase. 

In-store experience. Each Magnolia Best 
Buy features a Magnolia demo room, in 
which you'll see and hear what a high- 
performance home-theater setup should 
look and sound like in a comfortable 
living room-like setting. A Magnolia ex- 
pert will ascertain what it is that you 
want from your home-theater system. 



Available Services 

Magnolia offers a range of 
flexible and comprehensive 
services to help you realize your 
ideal home-theater system. 

• Consultation 

• Delivery and setup 

• TV mounting 

• Speaker installation 

• Universal remotes 

• Extras 



They'll also make sure you'll have the 
proper cables and accessories to make it 
work, as well as ensure you're informed 
about the product. For instance, if you 
purchase a new HDTV, the Magnolia ex- 
pert can inform you about the local avail- 
ability of digital cable, satellite, and 
over-the-air services. 

In-home installation. Magnolia's basic TV 
And Video setup costs $150 and includes 
the plugging in, configuration, and setup 
of video equipment. Add audio integra- 
tion for another $50, bringing the Home 
Theater setup to $200. Other services, 
such as calibration, remote control pro- 
gramming, and stand assembly, are avail- 
able, as well. 

One-Stop Shop 

You already know that you can get 
the products you want at Best Buy, and 
now you know that you can get it all 



Price Breakdown 

Magnolia offers a fairly com- 
plete list of professional in- 
stallation services that feature a 
clear pricing scheme so you can 
make sure you get a system that 
fits your lifestyle and your budget. 

• In-home system design and 
layout consultation: $100 

• TV And Video setup: $150 

• Home Theater setup: $200 

• Flat-panel TV and projector 
mounting 

20 inches and under: $300 

21 to 32 inches: $400 
33 inches and up: $500 
Front projector: $600 

• In-wall speaker installation 

One speaker: $100 
Three speakers: $200 
Five speakers: $300 
Up to seven speakers: $400 

• Universal remote programming 

Harmony remote: $150 
Other universal remote: $300 



installed and configured to your liking 
with the help of Best Buy's Magnolia 
Premium Home Theater Installation ser- 
vice. Perhaps the most important aspect 
of the service is that Magnolia's experts 
will teach you to become the expert of 
your own home theater. \H 

by Andrew Leibman 
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home theater 



To Improve Your View 




m 




n variably, as you amble 
into the flashy HDTV 
section of your local 
consumer electronics 
store, you'll walk right 
past shelves of bland-looking HDTV ac- 
cessories. Sure, these accessories have 
multichannel audio, gold-plated connec- 
tors, nitrogen-injected insulation, and 
fully articulating mounting arms, but 
they just can't compete visually with 
their big-screen, flat-panel HDTV coun- 
terparts. Despite outward appearances, 
however, there are a handful of acces- 
sories that are absolutely vital to getting 
the most from your HDTV. 

1HDMI cables. A fully digital source is 
the key to that pristine high-defi- 
nition image you see on your HDTV, 
whether supplied by a Blu-ray or HD 
DVD player, DVR, set-top box, or other 
high-def source. To keep that signal as 
clean and sharp as possible, you'll need 
an HDMI cable to span between your 
HDMI-capable devices and your HDTV. 
This all-in-one cable carries uncom- 
pressed digital audio and digital video 
signals and supports the HDCP (High- 
bandwidth Digital Content Protection) 
protocol so you can view HD video even 
if it has content protection enabled. The 
Acoustic Research 6-foot HDMI cable 



($99.99; www.araccessories.com) is the 
perfect accessory to pass your digital 
signals between devices. 

Wall mount. There's no better way 
to show off your flat-panel HDTV 
than to mount it on the wall. Most con- 
sumer electronics stores sell a range of 
wall mounts that can help you really 
show off your flat-panel HDTV. The 
Sanus VisionMount Wall Mount, MF110, 
($199.99; www.sanus.com) is capable of 
holding flat-panel TVs up to 40 inches 
and 100 pounds. Once installed (retailers 
such as Best Buy typically offer installa- 
tion services), you can tilt the HDTV and 
rotate it up to 6 degrees in either direc- 
tion to ensure a perfectly level picture. 

Stand. If you'd rather not drill holes 
into your walls, a stand is probably 
the better option. A/V furniture manufac- 
turers offer a variety of stand types. You 
can get a triangular corner model, a model 
that includes a mount for flat-panel 
HDTVs, and stands that include shelves to 
handle the rest of your A/V gear. The 
Bell'O TV Stand AVS-622T ($499.99; www 
.bello.com) can accommodate HDTVs up 
to 63 inches and six A/V components on 
the two glass shelves, and it features a 
cable-management system to keep your 
wires tucked out of view. 



Surround-sound system. Although 
you might not immediately think of 
a surround-sound system as an HDTV 
accessory, movies and HD broadcasts, 
which are capable of 5.1 or better sur- 
round sound, will sound flat if you're 
only using the TV's built-in stereo (2- 
channel) speaker. For a more visceral 
viewing environment, pony up for a 6- 
channel or better surround-sound 
system. The Pioneer HTS-950NXT 
Home Theater System ($249.99; www 
.pioneerelectronics.com) consists of 
four floor-standing speakers (two front 
and two rear), a center channel speaker, 
a subwoofer, a progressive-scan DVD 
player, and a remote control. 

Universal remote. Get rid of that 
mountain of remotes with a pro- 
grammable universal remote. The Philips 
SRU 9600 eight-in-one universal remote 
($149.99; www.philips.com) features a 
back-lit LCD touchscreen that displays 
only the buttons necessary to control 
the device that you're currently oper- 
ating. The SRU 9600 also features a 
learning capability, which lets you point 
another device's remote at the SRU 9600 
to program it. B3 

by Andrew Leibman 
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home theater 





uying an HDTV 
is a big decision. 
There are myriad 
options and no 
shortage of ac- 
cessory choices. 
And let's face it — 
you're spending a whole lot of money. 
We'll help you cut through the clutter 
and identify the most important things 
to consider when shopping for the right 
set for you and your family. 

1 Consider DLP. Rear-projection has 
been around a long time, but a rela- 
tively recent incarnation called DLP 
(Digital Light Processing) is making 
waves in the high-def world. HD DLP 
TVs cost about 35% less than plasma or 
LCD sets with similar screen sizes, and 
they provide equally spectacular pic- 
tures. DLP sets are a little deeper and 
heavier than flatscreen models (for 
example, the 56-inch Samsung HL- 
S5679W DLP TV [$3,299.99; www.sam 
sung.com] is 15 inches deep and weighs 
90 pounds), but in general, they are still 
considerably smaller and lighter than 
CRTs. If your room is big enough to war- 
rant a 60-inch television screen, ask 
yourself if 1 1 extra inches of floor space 
is worth a couple thousand extra dollars 
in the kids' college funds. 

2HDMI. With HDMI, a single, slim 
cord connects your DVD player or 
digital television receiver to your televi- 
sion. It supports all high-definition 
resolutions (720p, 1080i, etc.) and main- 
tains a digital signal throughout the 
process, avoiding the digital-to-analog 
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About Buying An HDTV 



conversion that can degrade image 
quality. It also carries digital multichannel 
audio, further eliminating the clutter and 
tangles that come with such a setup. 

Buy better cables. Very few home- 
theater components, including the 
most expensive televisions and DVD 
players, come with quality cables. Plan 
to spend an extra hundred dollars or so 
purchasing cables for the highest-reso- 
lution formats each device supports 
(usually HDAAI, but DVI and component 
are also HD-compatible). And don't buy 
the cheapest or shortest cable on the 
shelf. Low-quality construction invites 
electrical interference and unreliable 
connections, and the cables may not 
withstand normal wear and tear as well 
as more expensive ones. 

4 Don't forget the tuner. As of March 
1, 2007, all televisions, regardless of 
size, must ship with built-in ATSC 
(Advanced Television Systems Com- 
mittee) tuners (also called HD tuners). 
But you may find models without them 
on store shelves for months afterward. 
Unless you're certain you'll never want to 
attach an antenna to grab free local HD 
programming, make sure your model 
comes with the tuner. 

5 Don't hang it yourself. In most 
cases, it's best to hire a profes- 
sional to hang your HDTV. A successful 
wall mount on regular drywall requires 
the right bracket, a correct alignment 
to wall studs, and a reliable attachment 
between the TV and its bracket. Brick 
or cinder block walls provide an even 



greater challenge. Most electronics 
retailers offer affordable installation 
services and usually guarantee their 
work. Unless you're willing to bet your 
big new investment on your carpentry 
skills, bring in the experts. 

Upconvert. Regular DVD players 
/ don't output high-definition video. 
You can purchase a Blu-ray Disc or HD 
DVD player and wait for the studios to 
release your favorites. Instead, consider 
purchasing a player that upconverts 
with special processing technology that 
converts SD material into almost-HD- 
quality signals. Many models, such as 
the Philips DVP5960/37 ($89.99; www 
.philips.com), cost less than $100. 

Make yourself at home. Unless 
your family room is of warehouse 
proportions with walls of shimmering 
TV sets, you may not get the most re- 
alistic impressions of HDTVs at the 
store, unless, that is, you take advan- 
tage of Best Buy and other retail- 
ers' efforts to recreate realistic home 
environments in some stores. Try to 
preview your prospective HDTV in re- 
alistic surroundings and bring some of 
your favorite movies to see how they 
look on your set before you buy. 

Size it up. Finding a set that works 
in your room is a crucial part of 
your purchase. A small room and a 
couch near the TV means you should 
invest in a fairly small HDTV; a larger 
space with plenty of seating for friends 
and family requires a bigger screen. 
Use the three-to-five rule to calculate 



your optimal screen size. Measure the 
distance, in feet, from your TV's location 
to your viewing position. Multiply that 
number by three, and then by five. 
Those numbers represent the minimum 
and maximum screen sizes, measured in 
inches diagonally, for that space. For ex- 
ample, a 10-foot span from your TV to 
sofa will accommodate screens between 
30 and 50 inches. 

Calibrate. When buying an HDTV, 
don't forget to factor calibration in 
to your budget. Any one of several DVDs 
can walk you through the process, in- 
cluding Joe Kane's Digital Video Essen- 
tials ($24.99; www.videoessentials.com). 
You can also hire calibration from the re- 
tailer from which you bought your 
HDTV (prices vary according to retailer 
and installation plan). Regardless, the re- 
sults will be far better than the show- 
room settings many televisions ship with. 

Resolution isn't everything. 

There's more to brilliant, sharp 
pictures than screen resolution; color 
reproduction, contrast, and refresh 
rates make a big difference, too. Make 
sure an HDTVs colors are consistently 
true to life. Next, watch material that 
features scenes with both dark and 
bright areas. Blacks shouldn't appear 
gray, and bright areas shouldn't wash 
detail away. Finally, watch action 
scenes carefully to make sure your new 
set can handle fast-moving material 
without jagged edges. \H 

by Gregory Anderson 



First Glimpse / May 2007 33 



HDTV Glossary 



alderdash! OK, HDTV 
jargon isn't that bad, 
but there are a few 
terms every shopper 
should know. Here's 
your cheat sheet. 

aspect ratio— Put simply, it's the shape of 
the TV's screen. An HDTV has a wider pic- 
ture than a traditional TV of the same ver- 
tical screen height. An HDTV has a 16:9 
aspect ratio, meaning that if its screen 
were 16 inches wide, it would be 9 inches 
tall. A regular 4:3 TV screen would be only 
12 inches wide at the same 9-inch height. 

HDMI — High-Definition Multimedia 
Interface is a new type of cable connec- 
tion. It can carry both high-resolution 
video and uncompressed, multichan- 
nel audio among HDTVs, home-theater 
systems, and other components. HDMI 
cables are pricy, but they maintain top 
picture and sound quality. 

HD tuner— Some more expensive HDTVs 
have a built-in tuner for receiving local 
high-definition broadcast TV channels. 
Your TV doesn't need an HD tuner if you 
have cable or satellite service. Separate 
HD tuners and antennas are available for 
HDTVs without them. 

interlaced— When an HDTV displays an 
interlaced image, as in 1080i or 720i reso- 
lutions, it really shows you every other 
horizontal line of a frame of video (called 
a field) at a time. Sixty times a second, 
the TV displays the other field of the 
frame, meaning the lines not shown in 
the previous field. Interlaced video can 
seem to flicker and cause moving objects 
on-screen to have blurred edges. 

LCD— Like a notebook's screen, a liquid- 
crystal display HDTV uses a fluid crystal 




substance to form pixels of color in 
front of a backlight. LCDs may not be 
able to match plasma TVs' deep black 
and gray areas, but they're lighter, some- 
times less fragile, and considered easier 
to set up. LCDs also are catching up to 
plasmas in size and price and are ex- 
pected to supplant them in the market. 

plasma — Plasma TVs use a tiny tube of 
gas for each pixel. Electricity makes each 
pixel glow. Plasmas are still available in 
bigger sizes than LCDs and create deeper 
blacks and sometimes brighter colors. 
However, older or less expensive models 
can also suffer permanent screen damage 
if an unchanging image is displayed too 
long, such as a TV channel's stock ticker 
or parts of certain video games. 

progressive scan— A TV showing a pro- 
gressively scanned image, as in 1080p or 
720p resolutions, displays a full frame of 
video (both odd-lined and even-lined 
fields) all at once. Progressive-scan video 



looks sharper and doesn't flicker like in- 
terlaced images can. 

projection— Some large-screen HDTVs 
offer low-priced alternatives to LCD or 
plasma by using projection technolo- 
gies. These technologies vary, but all 
projection TVs throw light on a screen 
from the front or rear. This means 
they're a little to a lot bulkier than 
plasmas or LCDs, but some rear-projec- 
tion sets have stellar picture quality. 

viewing angle— No matter where you sit 
in front of an HDTV with a wide viewing 
angle, such as 170 degrees, its picture 
should look reasonably good. Test this 
before you buy. 

widescreen— A TV or monitor that's 
wider horizontally in relation to its vertical 
height — typically with a 16:9 aspect ratio 
for HDTVs — than an older 4:3 display. 

by Marty Sems 
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Which Type Of HDTV Is Right For You? 



, lasma, LCD, and projection: These are the three main types of HDTVs from which you'll choose if you're in the market for a 
sleek, new set. Refer to our comparison chart below to see how the technologies stack up against each other. 



What It Is 


What It Means 


Plasma 


LCD 


Microdisplay Rear 
Projection 


Technology 


Different types of HDTVs 
use different technologies; 
understanding each type 
can help make your deci- 
sion easier 


Plasma uses a network 
of cells, each filled 
with a gas mixture. 
When the gas is ex- 
cited, it lights up, and 
the cells form the 
image on your HDTV. 


Light is streamed 
through cells filled 
with a liquid crystal 
mixture. When 
charged, the intensity 
changes, forming the 
image on your HDTV. 


There are three main 
types of rear-projec- 
tion microdisplay: 
DLP, LCD, and LCoS . 
All use a lamp to 
bounce light off a 
chip onto the screen. 


Size 


The screen's diagonal size 


Up to around 60 
inches 


Up to around 46 
inches 


Up to 65 inches and 
beyond 


Depth 


The depth of the set as a 
whole 


4 to 5 inches deep 


4 to 5 inches deep 


From around 16 to 22 
inches deep 


Wall mountable 


Can be mounted with a 
special bracket 


Yes 


Yes 


No 


Color reproduction 


The brightness, saturation, 
and black level of an HDTV 
are some of the most im- 
portant considerations 


Excellent brightness, 
color saturation, and 
black levels 


Exceptional bright- 
ness; very good color 
saturation; black level 
quality is improving 


Exceptional bright- 
ness and color satura- 
tion; generally 
excellent black levels 


Ideal room type 


Some types of HDTVs fit 
better in certain rooms 
than others 


Media rooms with 
various seating areas 


Rooms with windows 
or other ambient 
light 


Larger rooms with a 
little extra floor space 


Cost 


HDTV prices range quite a 
bit depending on the 
technology 


Expensive, though 
much less so than two 
years ago 


Expensive, but gener- 
ally less than plasma 


Relatively inexpensive 


Perfect for 


TV fanatic who values 
picture quality above 
everything else 


Gamers who also love 
HDTV 


Big-screen lovers on a 
budget 


Coolest feature 


Excellent response 
time for high action 


In general, can also be 
used as a PC monitor 


Exceptional value for 
size 




Plasma 





LCD 



Microdisplay Rear Projection 
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Which Plasma TV Is Right For You? 



f you're planning on buying a plasma HDTV, it might be hard to decide on one just by looking at a wall of gorgeous sets. The 
most popular size of plasma TV is 42 inches; make sure you'll have a viewing distance of between 5 and 10.5 feet before you 
invest in one, and refer to this chart for further help when shopping. 



What It Is 


What It Means 


HP PL4260N 


Hitachi UltraVision 
42HDS69 


LG 42PC3D 


Size 


The diagonal measurement of 
the TV's screen 


42 inches 


42 inches 


42 inches 


Dimensions 
(without stand) 


Height x width x depth 


26x53.5x3.75 
inches 


25.5x45x4.25 
inches 


27.5x44.5x4 
inches 


Weight (without stand) 


How much the TV weighs 


89.4 pounds 


75 pounds 


55.6 pounds 


Native resolution 


The image's sharpness is best when 
displayed at the native resolution. 
Anything else must be converted. 


720p 


1080i 


720p 


Built-in HD tuner 


An ATSC tuner capable of 
picking up a digital signal; you 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Viewing angle 


The maximum angle at which the 
viewer can see the screen clearly 


1 76 degrees 


N/A 


N/A 


Inputs 


Inputs let you connect your com- 
ponents to your TV 


1 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 2 S-Video; 1 RF 


3 HDMI; 3 component; 
2 S-Video; 5 A/V; 1 RF 


1 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 2 S-Video; 1 RF 


Outputs 


Outputs let information from the 
TV, usually audio, be transferred to 
peripherals, such as speakers 


1 audio 


1 audio 


1 audio 


Coolest feature 


Color and bright- 
ness enhancement 


Antireflective glass 
screen 


Image Sticking 
Minimization feature 


MSRP 


$1,499.99 


$1,999.99 


$1,899.95 







HP PL4260N 



Hitachi UltraVision 42HDS69 



LG 42PC3D 



Panasonic TH-42PX60U 
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Panasonic TH- 
42PX60U 


Philips Ambilight 
42PF9631D/37 


Pioneer 
PDP-4270HD 


Samsung HP-S4253 


Toshiba 
TheaterWide42HP66 




42 inches 


42 inches 


42 inches 


42 inches 


42 inches 




27.5x40x4 inches 


31.5x45x4.5 inches 


26.75x41x4.5 inches 


28x41.5x4 inches 


31x42.5x13.5 inches 




65 pounds 


97 pounds 


63.9 pounds 


88.2 pounds 


90.4 pounds (with stand) 




720p 


720p 


720p 


720p 


720p 




Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 




1 70 degrees 


160 degrees 


160 degrees 


175 degrees 


1 60 degrees 



2 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 3 S-Video; 

1 audio 



One-button EZ-Sync 
technology 

$1,799.95 



2 HDMI; 2 component; 3 
S-Video; 2 A/V; 1 PC 

2 audio 



Ambilight tech- 
nology 

$1,999.99 



2 HDMI; 3 compo- 
nent; 2 S-Video 

1 audio; 2 video 



CableCARDslot&TV 
Guide On Screen 



$2,800 



2 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 2 S-Video; 

1 audio; 1 video 



Hidden speakers 



$1,999.99 



2 HDMI; 2 component; 1 
S-Video; 1 RF 

2 audio 



Built-in 20W speakers 



$1,999.99 






. <¥ 



Philips Ambilight 42PF963 1 D/37 Pioneer PDP-4270HD 



Samsung HP-S4253 Toshiba TheaterWide 42HP66 
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Which LCD TV Is Right For You? 



S 



o you've decided to get an LCD TV. The next step is deciding which LCD TV to invest in. If you're like most people, you're prob- 
ably looking at a set that's in the 40- to 42-inch range. If you do purchase one of these HDTVs, know that you should be able to 
sit 5 to 10.5 feet away from it to get the best picture. Refer to this chart for further help when shopping. 



What It Is 


What It Means 


JVC LT-40X667 


LG42LB1DR 


Philips Ambilight 
42PF9731D/37 


Size 


The diagonal measurement of the 
TV's screen 


40 inches 


42 inches 


42 inches 


Dimensions 
(without stand) 


Height x width x depth 


26.5x39x4.5 
inches 


26x46x5 inches 


30x43x4.5 inches 












Weight (without stand) 


I— Io\a/ mi if"h t"hp T\/ \A/piohc 








nuw iiiul.ii li ic iv wcigi ij 


68 pounds 


80.8 pounds 


92.6 pounds 












Native resolution 


The image's sharpness is best when 
displayed at the native resolution. 
Anything else must be converted. 


720p 


720p 


720p 


Built-in HD tuner 


ATSC tuner that can pick up a dig- 
ital signal; you need one for hi-def 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Viewing angle 


The maximum angle at which the 
viewer can see the screen clearly 


1 70 degrees 


178 degrees 


1 76 degrees 


Inputs 


Inputs let you connect your com- 
ponents to your TV 


2 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 2 S-Video; 

3 A/V; 1 RF 


2 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 2 S-Video; 1 RF 


2 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 3 S-Video; 1 RF 


Outputs 


Outputs let information from the 
TV, usually audio, be transferred to 
peripherals, such as speakers 


2 audio 


1 audio 


2 audio 


Coolest feature 


Excellent black 
levels 


Built-in 160GB DVR 


Ambilight 
Technology 


MSRP 


$1,899.95 


$1,999.95 


$2,999 






JVC LT-40X667 



LG42LB1DR 



Philips Ambilight 




Samsung LN-S4092D 
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Samsung LN- 
S4092D 


Sharp AQUOSLC- 
42D62U 


Sony Bravia KDL- 
40S2010 


Toshiba TheaterWide 
42HL196 


Westinghouse 
W4207 




40 inches 


42 inches 


40 inches 


42 inches 


42 inches 




27x39x4.5 inches 


28x40.5x5 inches 


26x39x4 inches 


28.5x41x5 inches 


27x42x5 inches 




60 6 nounds 












(-\(-\ "7 r"»/~k 1 1 n H c 


46 ^ nounds 


6^ 7 nounds 


S8 4 nounds 




KJ\J *\J LSKJKAl l\JLJ 


uu.z. puuilLlb 


i\J»^J L/uUI IvAj 


\J^J»/ LyWmi IvAj 


*J\J* i Lyv-/LAI l\~l.j 
















720p 


1080p 


720p 


1080p 


720p 




Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


No 




1 78 degrees 


1 76 degrees 


1 78 degrees 


1 76 degrees 


1 78 degrees 




2 HDMI; 1 com- 
ponent; 2 
S-Video; 2 RF 


2 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent 1 S-Video; 


1 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 2 S-Video; 1 RF 


2 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 1 S-Video; 
2 A/V; 2 RF 


1 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 1 S-Video; 
1 DVI; 1 PC 




2 audio 


3 audio 


2 audio 


2 audio 


1 audio 




Gaming mode 


High brightness & 
contrast 


Sensor adjusts bright- 
ness to match room 


1080p resolution 


Low price 




$1,899.99 


$2,299.99 


$1,899.99 


$2,299.99 


$1,499.99 






Sharp AQUOS LC-42D62U Sony Bravia KDL-40S20 1 



Toshiba TheaterWide 
42HL196 




Westinghouse W4207 
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Which Microdisplay TV Is Best For You? 



f you're in the market for a big HDTV, a rear-projection microdisplay model can give you a lot of bang for your buck. Here is a 
chart that compares eight 55- to 60-inch models, all available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com). 



What It Is 


What It Means 


Hitachi UltraVision 
55VS69 


JVC 
HD56FN97 


Mitsubishi 
WD-57731 


Projection technology 


Depending on the manufacturer, 
the TV will have DLP, LCD, or LCoS 
microdisplay technology 


LCD 


LCoS (JVC's name 
foritisHD-ILA) 


DLP 


Size 


The diagonal measurement 
of the TV's screen 


55 inches 


56 inches 


57 inches 


Dimensions 
(without stand) 


Height x width x depth 


34.25x50.75x18 
inches 


38x52x17.5 
inches 


36x51.5x18 
inches 


Weight (without stand) 


How much the TV weighs 


86 pounds 


92 pounds 


96 pounds 


Native resolution 


The image's sharpness is best when 
displayed at the native resolution. 
Anything else must be converted 


720p 


1080p 


1080p 


Built-in HD tuner 


An ATSC tuner capable of picking up 
a digital signal; you need one for hi-def 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Inputs 


Inputs let you connect your compo- 
nents to your TV 


1 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 2 S-Video; 
5A/V; 1 RF 


2 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 2 S-Video; 
4A/V;2RF 


2 HDMI; 

2 component; 

3 S-video; 2 RF 


Outputs 


Outputs let information from the TV, 
usually audio, be transferred to pe- 
ripherals, such as speakers 


2 audio 


2 audio 


1 audio; 1 video 


Stand included? 


For a microdisplay TV, you'll need 
some type of stand 


No 


No 


No 


Coolest feature 


Picture-in-picture 


1080p native 
resolution 


6-color light 
engine 


MSRP 


$1,899.99 


$2,499.95 


$2,399.99 







Hitachi UltraVision 55VS69 



JVC HD56FN97 



Mitsubishi WD-57731 



Panasonic PT-56DLX76 
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Panasonic PT- 
56DLX76 


Philips 60PL9200D37 


Samsung HL-S5687W 


Sony Grand WEGA 
KDF-55E2000 


Toshiba TheaterWide 
56HM66 




DLP 


DLP 


DLP 


LCD 


DLP 




56 inches 


60 inches 


56 inches 


55 inches 


56 inches 




36.5x52x17.5 
inches 


36.5x54.5x18.75 
inches 


35.75x51x16.5 
inches 


35.75x51.25x17.5 
inches 


33.75x52.5x18.25 
inches 




75 pounds 


81.6 pounds 


68.4 pounds 


75 pounds 


72 pounds 




1080p 


720p 


1080p 


720p 


720p 




Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 




2 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 3 S'Video; 
3A/V 


1 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 2 S-Video 


2 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 2 S-Video; 
3A/V 


2 HDMI; 

3 component; 

1 S-Video; 5 A/V 


2 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 2 S-Video; 

3 A/V; 2 RF 




2 audio; 1 video 


1 audio 


1 audio 


5 audio 


2 audio; 1 video 




No 


No 


No 


No 


No 




14,000:1 contrast 
ratio 


Pixel Plus processing 
technology 


Hidden speaker bezel 
design 


Cinema Black Pro for 
better black levels 


Antiglare coating on 
screen 




$2,699.95 


$2,199.99 


$2,199.99 


$1,899.99 


$1,899.99 







Philips 60PL9200D37 



Samsung HL-S5687W Sony Grand WEGA KDF-55E2000 Toshiba TheaterWide 56HM66 
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The Lowdown On 
Direct Printing 

Quick & Easy Prints— No Computer Needed! 

ou don't need a computer to have your own digital darkroom. You can even outfit yourself with a portable digital dark- 
room. For quick prints at a party or family celebration or when you don't want to hassle with turning on the computer (or 
if you don't have a computer), direct printing is an option to consider. 





Kodak EasyShare G600 
$ 149.99 • www.kodak.com 
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From Camera To Printer 

Perhaps the most common form of di- 
rect printing uses PictBridge technology, 
which allows the camera (and some 
camera phones) to communicate di- 
rectly with the printer without a com- 
puter as an intermediary. If your digital 
camera and photo printer are less than 
three or four years old, you're probably 
good to go. In fact, nearly all relatively 
current photo printers— even those 
without media card slots— are Pict- 
Bridge-enabled, so all you need is a 
camera, printer, and the USB interface 
cable that comes with your camera. Plug 
the full-sized USB end of the cable into 
your printer and the small USB end into 
your camera. Turn on the camera and 
printer and use your camera to select 
and edit your images. 

Alternatively, prior to connecting, you 
can use the camera's DPOF (digital print 
order format) function in the playback 
menu to mark specific images for 
printing. From there, choose Print from 
the playback menu to send the picture 
files to the printer. A number of cam- 
eras, such as the Canon PowerShot 
A630 ($299.99; www.usa.canon.com), 
have a Print/Share button on the back 
of the camera, which makes the process 
one-touch easy. 

If you want to print images in wide 
format (up to 13 inches wide), you 
might want to check out the Epson 
Stylus Photo R1800 ($549.99; www 
.epson.com) or the Canon PIXMA Pro 
9000 ($499.99; www.usa.canon.com). 
Standard-sized printers (that print 
pages up to 8.5 inches wide) such as 
the Epson Stylus Photo R260 ($99.99) 
also feature PictBridge printing. Most 
snapshot-sized printers, such as the 
dye-sublimation (a technique that uses 
a combination of film/heat/paper in- 
stead of inks to make the print) Sony 
PictureStation Portable Photo Printer 
DPP-FP55 ($149.99; www.sony.com) are 



equipped with PictBridge, as well as 
card slots. 

Easy? Yes. But before you start printing 
directly from your camera — especially if 
you're printing multiple images — make 
sure the batteries are fully charged so 
your camera doesn't run out of power 
in the middle of a print or, if available, 
use the camera's AC adapter. 

Bring Your Media Card 

Standalone printers are equipped with 
media card slots so you don't need any- 
thing but your media card and the 
printer. Just plug the card into the cor- 
rect slot and use the printer's small 
monitor to select and edit your images. 
Check the printer's specifications to 
make sure it supports your media card 
or see if you need an adapter. 

As we mentioned earlier, most stand- 
alone printers are also PictBridge- 
compatible, so you can plug in your 
camera if you'd like, but with media 
card slots and the increasing sophisti- 
cation of standalone printer editing ca- 
pabilities — everything from cropping, 
removing red-eye, tweaking color, and 
adding special effects or frames — these 
types of printers are very tempting. 
And, many of the newer printer models 
also accept USB flash drives for even 
more versatility. 

Standalone printers come in a variety of 
sizes and styles. If you want to make larger 
prints, for example, you might want to 
consider the wide-format standalone (13- 
inch wide prints) HP Photosmart 8750 
($499.99; www.hp.com). For standard 
(8.5-inch wide) prints, check out the 
Epson Stylus Photo R380 ($129.99) or the 
Canon PIXMA JP6700D ($179.99) with its 
large 3.5-inch color monitor. 

For snapshot-sized prints, we're fond of 
the Epson PictureMate series of printers, 
especially the PictureMate Flash and the 



PictureMate Snap Personal Photo Lab 
($192.99 and $149.99, respectively). 
These printers are small and easy to use, 
and they have a carrying handle. 

Cradle It Up 

For snapshot-sized prints, you may want 
to consider a printer dock/digital cam- 
era combo. Just snap your camera's 
cradle into the dock, insert the camera, 
turn them both on, and you're ready to 
print. With few exceptions, printer 
docks also do double-duty by charging 
your camera, and they're PictBridge- 
compatible, as well. 

One of the most versatile printer 
docks is the Kodak EasyShare G600 
($149.99; www.kodak.com). Not only 
does it accept a variety of Kodak cam- 
eras, including the Kodak EasyShare 
Z710 ($329.99 with the printer), but 
also it's ImageLink-compatible, so you 
can dock non-Kodak cameras that are 
ImageLink-enabled. Not surprisingly, 
the G600 is also PictBridge-compatible, 
so you can always hook up the camera 
via its USB cable, but it's actually easier 
to simply dock the camera to make 
your prints. 

But our favorite combo is the Kodak 
EasyShare V705, which is pretty in pink 
($349.99), with fashion accessories, such 
as beaded neckstraps and cool-looking 
bags to match, and the G600, which has 
an optional battery pack ($49.95) and a 
carrying bag ($39.99). 

If you've been postponing printing more 
of your images, direct printing may be 
the motivation you need to get those 
pictures out of the camera and onto 
paper. We think prints are still the best 
way to share photos — whether in an 
album, displayed in a frame, or tacked 
onto the fridge. E3 

by Theano Nikitas 
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Create Motion 
With The Camera 







Set The Mood 
With Lighting 



Before you press the shutter button, make sure 
the lighting matches the mood you want to 
convey. Unless you're after an ominous, myste- 
rious vibe, shooting in well-lit areas produces 
better, more consistent video. When shooting 
outdoors, refrain from filming subjects with the 
sun directly behind them. Typically, morning and 
evening are good times to film outdoors because 
the lighting is less harsh. Naturally reflective sur- 
faces, such as white walls and large windows, are 
great sources of fill light. Indoors, it pays to add 
additional light sources to most environments, 
even if only living room lamps. 



Use Creative 
Angles 



If we got a nickel for every tiresome video we 
viewed shot with the camera pointed straight at 
the subject, we'd buy our own film studio and 
ban the technique. Shooting a scene from var- 
ious angles goes a long way toward creating 
livelier footage. If you're shooting a scene heavy 
on conversation, such as an interview with your 
grandmother for a family documentary, shoot 
from the front, sides, below, over the shoulder, 
and even a few rungs up a ladder. Mix close-ups 
with long shots and don't crop heads and legs 
out of a scene. Shooting a scene from several 
angles provides more editing options later. For 
further inspiration, watch a few films from your 
favorite director and study the angles, distances, 
and techniques she uses (Allison Anders and 
Mary Harron are good reference points). 



We're fans of directors who effectively use hand- 
held camera techniques to convey a sense of mo- 
tion (think Steven Soderbergh's "Traffic"). In the 
wrong hands, though, excessive motion quickly 
becomes annoying and nauseating. Rather than 
physically move your camera, use its zoom and 
pan functions to create stable motion. For ex- 
ample, start a close-up by slowly zooming in or 
out of the subject. Using a tripod will also help 
eliminate unwanted shaking. Further, mixing 
high-res still photos with your video is effective, 
as many apps can pan still photos. 



Plan For Intros 
& Endings 



True, not everyone watches a movie's end 
credits, but that doesn't mean they can't be 
compelling. That goes for introductions, too. To 
open your movie, consider using footage that's 
symbolic of the film's overall theme. For ex- 
ample, if you're creating a family documentary, 
use a montage of home movies or old photos 
along with appropriate audio to set the tone. 
For endings, resist a plain, black background in 
favor of more engaging footage. For example, if 
you're shooting a birthday party, shoot several 
minutes of just the birthday cake with the can- 
dles lit and roll the credits over it. 



Keep The 
Camera On 



Did your mom ever tell you it's better to have 
too much of something than not enough? Ours, 
too. Where shooting video is concerned, they 
were right. Besides the happy accidents you'll 
undoubtedly capture, turning your camera on 
early and running it longer will give you more 
footage to choose from and provide natural 
places to insert DVD chapters. Generally, shoot 
anywhere from five to 10 seconds more footage 
than you need so you have plenty of wiggle 
room while editing. Like our moms alluded to, 
you can trim excess video away, but you can't 
edit what you never shot in the first place. 




by Blaine Flamig 
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You Can 
Take It With You 

Camera Bags With Style 





LP Metro Carrying Case • HP Deluxe Carrying Case • 



ven if your camera is 
small enough to fit 
into your pocket, it's 
not going to look 
good jammed into 
your slim-fitting jeans 
or your breezy summer halter dress. And, 
of course, there are those times when we 
just don't have any pockets at all. 
Throwing your camera in your purse is 
fine, until you find yourself scrabbling 
around looking for that extra memory 
card or digging through the other trea- 
sures in there— only to miss out on a per- 
fect snapshot while you were nose-deep 
in makeup, old receipts, and spare 
change. Fortunately, a new trend in 
camera bags is emerging: the fashion bag. 
You no longer have to look like a photo- 
journalist (or your grandparents) to carry 
along your digicam and its accessories. 



Among our favorites are bags from Kodak 
(www.kodak.com). These bags come in a 
variety of colors including pink, brown, 
burgundy, and black. Kodak's Fashion 
Camera Tote ($39.99) is an excellent buy 
for someone looking to carry her camera 
along with a wallet, checkbook, lip balm, 
and other necessities. It has adjustable di- 
viders, as well as long, purse-like straps, 
letting it truly work double-duty as both 
a camera case and a handbag. Also check 
out Kodak's Fashion Camera Handbag 
($34.99). It's available in several colors, 
our favorite being the eye-catching (and 
classy) burgundy. Like the Camera Tote, 
the Handbag features a shoulder strap 
and interior dividers, as well as special 
padding for your digital camera. 

HP (www.hp.com) also makes fashion- 
able camera bags. One of our favorites 



is the HP Q6227A Soft Style camera 
case ($29.99), which is available in pink 
or beige microfiber with a contrasting 
criss-cross pattern. If you don't mind 
the "HP" logo, which is featured 
prominently on the bag, it's a cute 
choice with a removable shoulder 
strap and interior pockets for holding 
little extras. 

Before you buy a new camera bag, make 
sure it's large enough to accommodate 
your camera and any lenses or acces- 
sories you know you'll want to bring 
along. You can check the manufactur- 
er's Web site for a list of compatible 
cameras or drop by your local Best Buy 
to try before you buy. B3 

by Naomi Graychase 



Carry Your Photo Printer, Too 



Cute bags for your CE devices aren't limited to those for digital cameras — check out HP's (www.hp.com) line of car- 
rying cases for compact photo printers, too. The Photosmart Deluxe Carrying Case For Compact Photo Printers 
($34.99) is a chic, faux-croc-skin bag in which you can carry select HP photo printers, as well as accessories such as extra ink 
and paper. We also love the Metro Carrying Case ($29.99), which comes in a hip mint-green microfiber — check it out in 
select Best Buy stores if you can't find it online. 
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Top 5 Things To Know 



D-SLR Lenses 



One of the best things about digital SLRs is the ability to change lenses. Zoom 
lenses are popular because you get a range of focal lengths in one lens so you 
can photograph a landscape or a group of friends at the wide-angle end of the 
zoom and then quickly zoom in and capture the action on the far end of a 
soccer field. There are also specialty models such as macro lenses for close-ups 
of flowers or to fill the frame with tiny subjects such as butterflies. However, 
there's more to choosing and using D-SLR lenses than you might think, so we've 
put together the top five things you need to know. 



INo random lens swapping. Just 
because digital SLR lenses are 
interchangeable doesn't mean 
you can randomly swap them among 
cameras, even if the camera and lens are 
the same brand. Before you buy a new 
lens or get too excited about the old 
35mm (film) SLR lenses a photographer 
friend or relative is willing to give you, 
check the camera's specifications to see 
what type of mount (connection be- 
tween lens and camera) the lens uses 
and whether it will work with your dig- 
ital camera. Keep in mind, however, that 
even if the lens fits, D-SLRs are generally 
equipped with more sophisticated TTL 
(through-the-lens) light-metering tech- 
nology than their 35mm film counter- 
parts, so you may not be able to take 
advantage of some of your camera's fea- 
tures when using an older lens. In fact, 
some old lenses are not even capable of 
autofocus. Check the manufacturer's 
Web site for details and specifications. 

2 Digital to digital. Some lenses, 
such as the Nikon DX, Canon 
EF-S, and Olympus 4/3 system 
lenses, are compatible only with their 
respective manufacturer's digital cam- 
eras. Because they are designed specifi- 
cally for digital cameras, you cannot use 
them on 35mm (film) SLRs. 



3 Zoom range. Because most 
digital camera sensors are 
smaller than a frame of 35mm 
film, lenses gain about 50% more angle 
of view (focal length) when placed on a 
digital camera. If you put a 100mm lens 
on a 35mm SLR, you get a 100mm angle 
of view; put the same lens on a digital 
camera and you'll get a 150mm angle of 
view. Basically, that means you can 
zoom in much closer than if you used 
the same lens on a 35mm (film) SLR. For 
example, an 18-55mm will generally 
give you an effective zoom range of 27 
to 82mm (1.5 x 18-55mm). On the plus 
side, this boosts the telephoto end, so 
you can zoom in closer to distant sub- 
jects, but it cuts down on the wide 
angle side, so you won't get as broad a 
view of landscapes. 

4 Don't forget about aperture 
size. A lens' minimum and 
maximum aperture sizes are 
other important attributes. Aperture 
size determines how much light enters 
the camera when you snap the shutter. 
As the aperture number increases (from 
f/2.8 to f/8.0), the amount of light en- 
tering the camera decreases. If you like 
to shoot in low light, then a "faster" lens 
(one with a very low minimum aperture 
number, such as f/1.8) is recommended 



because it lets more light in; this allows 
you to use a faster shutter speed. Keep 
in mind, though, that on most lenses, as 
you zoom in, the minimum aperture in- 
creases so that even a fast lens may 
provide only an aperture of f/3.5 or 
higher at the telephoto end of the 
zoom, resulting in a slower shutter 
speed. As we know, a slower shutter 
speed increases the likelihood of a 
blurry picture from camera shake or 
subject movement. Because the per- 
spective is compressed with a telephoto 
lens, any camera shake or movement is 
magnified, so it's especially important 
to shoot with a fast shutter speed when 
shooting at telephoto. The recom- 
mended minimum shutter speed for a 
telephoto lens is equal to or faster than 
the reciprocal focal length of the lens. 
For example, if you're shooting with 
your zoom set to 300mm, the min- 
imum shutter speed should be 1/300 tn 
of a second or faster. 

5 Image stabilization. A couple 
of D-SLRs, such as the Sony 
A100 ($899.95 with 18-70mm 
lens; www.sony.com), have built-in 
image stabilization. The CCD (charge- 
coupled device) sensor shifts when the 
camera moves or shakes to prevent 
blurry images when shooting at slow 
shutter speeds in low light. Others, 
however, such as the Canon EOS Rebel 
XTi ($899 with 18-55mm lens; $799 
body only; www.usa.canon.com) re- 
quire special IS (image stabilized) 
lenses. Although an IS lens is more ex- 
pensive than a comparable non-IS lens, 
the system works very well. \H 

by Theano Nikitas 
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Digital Imaging 

Shopping Tips 

Buying A Camcorder Case 



by Leah Houchin 



u ■ 



igital camcorders are fast becoming fixtures in our lives as we 
trek to soccer games, vacations, and birthday parties. So, it's 
crucial that you have the proper carrying case to keep your 
camcorder safe. Keep these tips in mind as you shop. 



Camcorder bags come in various 
shapes and sizes, so consider what 
you want to fit in your bag. If you'll 
be carrying only your camcorder, go 
with a sturdy, compact case. If, you 
want to bring an extra battery, a 
power cord, or some memory cards 
or discs, choose a larger bag, such 
as Lowepro's Compact AW DV 
($199.99; www.lowepro.com), that 
has compartments to keep your 
camcorder and accessories from 
jostling or damaging one another. 

Just as there are varying sizes of cam- 
corder bags, there are varying prices. 
Decide how much you'd like to 
spend and look at what's available in 
your price range. You may find that 
you'll pay a little more or a little less, 
depending on what you need. You 
can find inexpensive camcorder bags 
and cases, but it may be worth pay- 
ing more for the extra features, such 
as accessory compartments and ad- 
ditional padding, you'll find in high- 
end bags. Look for a happy medium 
between function and price. 

Assess how you use your cam- 
corder and decide how much pro- 
tection you need from your bag. If 
you travel a lot, consider a hard 
case for added durability, but if you 
don't use your camcorder daily, a 
soft bag should be sufficient — just 
make sure it has enough padding 



to protect your camcorder from un- 
intended knocks or bumps; after all, 
accidents do happen. 

An often-overlooked feature of a 
camcorder bag is the comfort factor. 
When shopping for a bag, be sure to 
take into account how the bag is con- 
structed: If it's a larger bag, does it 
have just one over-the-shoulder strap 
or two backpack-style shoulder 
straps? If it has just one strap, is it 
padded? Will you be able to comfort- 
ably lug around the bag all day at the 
amusement park? For smaller cases, 
consider one with a belt clip or wrist 
strap to free up your hands when the 
camcorder is not in use. While you're 
at it, check the zippers, snaps, and 
clips to ensure that they are sturdy 
and work well. 

Camcorder users who shoot in ex- 
treme conditions might do well to ex- 
plore cases that offer special features 
beyond the average camcorder bag. 
For instance, Sony's SPK-HCB Marine 
Sports Pack for Handycam cam- 
corders ($249.99; www.sonystyle 
.com) is a protective, fitted case that's 
water-resistant to depths of 16.4 feet, 
so you can film underwater and in the 
rain. Generally, the more protection 
you need for your camcorder, the 
more you'll pay for the case, so take 
time to make sure your usage war- 
rants spending the extra amount. 



-Q How much do you 
want to spend? 

□ Up to $50 

□ $50 to $100 

□ $100 to $200 

□ $200 and up 



D What do you want 
to carry in your bag? 

□ Just the camcorder 

□ Extra batteries 

□ Power cords 

□ Additional memory or recordable media 

□ Other devices 



D Where will you use your 
camcorder? 

□ Recording recitals, games, 
and gatherings 

□ On trips and vacations 

□ In extreme conditions 



D What kind of protection 
do you need? 

□ Light padding or none at all 

□ Lots of padding 

□ Hard cover with padding inside 

□ Water and shock resistance 



CD What kind of strap do 
you want? 

□ Shoulder strap 

□ Backpack-style 

□ Wrist strap or belt clip 
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Must-Have 
Accessories 

Digital Cameras 



igital cameras capture 
the memories of events 
large and small in our 
lives, and the list of 
possible accessories is 

nearly endless. Here are five, though, 

that we find indispensable. 




Memory Cards 



"ultra 



There is nothing worse than running out 
of room for more pictures — especially 
when you're on a raft ride down the 
Colorado River or somewhere more re- 
mote. Different digital cameras have dif- 
ferent memory card slots, 
so make sure you know 
what kind of card your 
camera takes. If you don't 
know, visit the Memory 
Cards & Sticks page on 
Best Buy's Web site and click the Memory 
Card Finder link. From there, you'll be 
prompted to select from drop-down lists 
your Device, the Manufacturer, and the 
Model, and a page of specs will pop up 
telling you not only what kind of media 
your camera takes, but also detailing the 
manufacturers and cards (and capacities) 
available for your camera. 



Camera Case 



You'll find bags and cases in all sizes and 
with all levels of protection. If you're 
taking your camera across town to your 
niece's birthday party, you may want a 
bag that'll hold a few accessories, too. 




The Lowepro Rezo TLZ 10 ($25.99; www 
.lowepro.com) digital 
camera case will tote a 
medium-sized dig- 
ital SLR and an 
extra lens, and 
you can attach 
the removable 
shoulder strap. If you're going snorkeling 
along the Molokini Crater and want to 
capture images of some of the many 
species in this underwater sanctuary, 
you'll need waterproof housing for the 
camera. Most waterproof cases are de- 
signed to fit specific cameras; for in- 
stance, the Canon WP-DC700 ($239.99; 
www.usa.canon.com), provides under- 
water protection for the Canon Power- 
Shot A60 and A70 series of digital 
cameras. 



Tripod 



If you have loads of family pictures, but 
you're not in any of them, it's time to 
get a tripod and join the group. The 
original Joby Gorillapod ($21.95; www 
.joby.com) supports point-and-shoot 
digital cameras that weight up to 9.7 
ounces, and it has flexible legs with 
grips, so you can wind the legs around 
stair rails and other odd shapes if there's 
no flat surface available. 




Photo Printer 



The beauty of a digital camera is you 
print only those pictures you intend to 
keep. You don't have to pay for pictures 
where the lighting isn't quite right, 
your son's eyes are closed, or 
you accidentally lopped 
off your mother-in-law. 
When you've decided 
on which pictures you 
want, you can take ad- 
vantage of the Epson 
Stylus R800 photo printer 
($399.99; www.epson.com), with its 
eight individual ink cartridges, to print 
4x6, 5x7, 8x10 glossy or matte photos. 




Soft Cloth 



It's nearly impossible to keep your digital 
camera free of fingerprints, but you need 
to use care cleaning off the prints — par- 
ticularly from the lens. 
Avoid using water or 
cleaning agents on your 
camera, and never use 
anything on the lens 
that might scratch it or 
leave a residue. The Digi- 
Power DPS-LC Lens & Screen 
Cleaner ($8.99; www.digipowersolu 
tions.com) is a soft, microfiber cloth that 
is safe to use when wiping fingerprints, 
makeup, and other smudges off of your 
camera's lens and body. B3 

by Kathryn Dolan 
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Top 10 Things 
To Know About 



Digital Cameras 




ven though digital camera 
prices have dropped sig- 
nificantly in the last few 
years, buying your first — 
second, or even third — 
digital camera is a big 
investment. Knowing what questions to 
ask before you go shopping will help 
you make the right decision when 
choosing a digital camera. 




l 



No experience 
necessary. 



What kind of digital camera experi- 
ence is required to operate the camera 
to its fullest? The answer, of course, de- 
pends on what type of camera you're 
looking for. Does the camera have 
manual exposure controls, such as 
shutter and aperture priority? Or is it 
strictly point-and-shoot with helpful 
scene modes? 



Z. Print sizes. 

How many megapixels does the camera 
have, or, more importantly, what is the 
largest size print that can be made from 
that camera? More megapixels doesn't 
necessarily mean you'll get better pic- 
tures, but a camera's megapixel count 
does affect how large you can print an 
image. If you don't plan on making large 
prints, then getting a camera with extra 
megapixels will be a waste of money and 
storage space (more megapixels mean 
larger file sizes, which will fill up your 
media card more quickly). To determine 
how many megapixels you need, figure 
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out how large you want to print your 
images. The rule of thumb is to multiply 
the dimensions (in inches) of the print 
you'd like to make by either 300ppi 
(pixels per inch) or 200ppi. The ppi indi- 
cates the print resolution of the image, 
and either 300ppi or 200ppi will produce 
a good print. To make an 8x10 print at 
200ppi, you'll need a file that measures 
1,600 x 2,000 pixels or a 3.2MP camera 
(1,600 x 2,000 = 3,200,000). Using the 
same math, the ideal camera resolution 
for an 8x10 print at 300ppi is 7.2MP. 



O Optical zoom range. 

What is the optical zoom range of the 
lens? Remember, pay attention to op- 
tical zoom range only; don't count the 
digital zoom, which does nothing more 
than crop the image to make it appear 
"closer" and may degrade image quality. 
A zoom goes from wide angle, which is 
good for landscapes, to telephoto, 
which is good for photographing dis- 
tant subjects. Although most point- 
and-shoot cameras offer limited options 
in wide angle, there are many choices 
for telephoto. Choose a zoom that best 
fits your needs. 



*4 LCD size. 

What is the size and resolution of the 
LCD? Although a 2-inch LCD is perfect- 
ly usable, most digital cameras are 
equipped with 2.5-inch or even 3-inch 
LCDs, which generally make it easier to 
compose a shot, read camera menus, 
and review images. On the downside, 
larger LCDs will drain batteries faster 
than smaller ones. Also check the reso- 
lution of the LCD; 115,000 pixels is us- 
able, but generally, 235,000 is sharper. 



O Optical viewfinder. 

All digital SLRs have an optical view- 
finder, but very few point-and-shoot 



cameras do. An optical viewfinder is 
handy if an LCD is washed out and diffi- 
cult to see in bright sunlight and allows 
you to turn off the LCD to save battery 
power and still take pictures. 



6 



Type of battery. 



Many digital cameras use proprietary, 
rechargeable Li-Ion batteries and come 
with a charger, so you're good to go 
right out of the box (after charging the 
battery, of course). Other cameras use 
AA batteries and usually come with a set 
of alkaline or specialized, one-time-use 



If you want to connect 

your camera to a 

television so you can 

view and share your 

images, the camera 

needs a video-out 

connection. 



batteries. On the plus side, AA batteries 
are ubiquitous, so it's easy to pick up a 
set if your camera runs out of juice while 
you're on vacation. But alkaline batteries 
don't last very long, and even longer- 
lasting nonrechargeable batteries de- 
signed for digital devices (such as those 
from Energizer and Panasonic) run out 
and need to be discarded and replaced. 
A more economical — and environmen- 
tally sound — solution is to pick up one 
or two sets of NiMH rechargeable AA 
batteries and a charger. 



7 



Battery life. 



Battery life is generally measured ac- 
cording to CIPA (Camera & Imaging 
Products Association) standards. In 
order to list a CIPA battery life rating, 
manufacturers must follow guidelines, 



including using flash for 50% of the test 
shots and leaving the LCD on through- 
out the testing. You can usually find a 
camera's CIPA rating on the manufac- 
turer's Web site. 



8 



Media card. 



What type of media card does the 
camera use? Most digital cameras — in- 
cluding sub-$1,000 digital SLRs— use SD 
cards, which come in different capacities 
and speeds. The number of images you 
can fit on a card depends on the cam- 
era's megapixel count and the resolu- 
tion or quality level you select when 
shooting. Determine the maximum 
number of images you want to put on 
the card; that will help decide what 
capacity card you need. Also, find out 
if the card is SDHC (Secure Digital High 
Capacity)-compatible and will work 
with high-capacity (4GB) SD cards. Only 
cameras with an SDHC designation 
(available on most manufacturers' Web 
sites) are capable of using a card with 
more than a 2GB capacity. 



V Video-out connection. 

If you want to connect your camera to a 
television so you can view and share your 
images, the camera needs a video-out 
connection. Cameras equipped with 
video-out should come with an AV cable 
for hooking the camera up to your TV. 



10 



Accessories. 



Accessories — available for both point- 
and-shoot and D-SLRs — may include an 
external flash, which provides more pow- 
erful lighting than the built-in flash, or 
even an underwater housing to protect 
your camera when you're SCUBA diving 
and snorkeling. And, of course, with a 
D-SLR, you can buy additional lenses. \H 

by Theano Nikitas 
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Digital Imaging 

Glossary 



onfused about what 
certain terms on that 
camera box mean? Use 
this glossary to help 
decode the world of 
digital photography. 

aperture — An iris-like diaphragm open- 
ing that can expand and contract the lens 
opening to let you control the amount of 
light that passes through it, thus affecting 
the exposure. The term "f-stop" is used 
interchangeably with aperture. 

burst mode — Where the camera can 
take several shots (up to 10) consecu- 
tively, usually in one second. 

CCD — Charge-coupled device, which is 
the camera's image-sensing component. 
It converts light into energy that can be 
stored as digital data on your camera. 

depth of field — The area of a photo that 
is in focus. 

digital zoom — Magnifying an image dig- 
itally by cropping it and filling in the rest 
with interpolated pixels, thus degrading 
the quality. Even though the numbers 
seem impressive, never choose a camera 
based on digital zoom. 

f-stop — See aperture. Smaller f-stop 
numbers mean a wider lens opening; 
larger f-stop numbers mean a narrower 
lens opening. 

ISO — For digital cameras, the ISO set- 
ting measures the sensitivity to light 
(similar to how it does with film). 
Digital camera ISO settings, such as 200, 
400, etc., should capture photos as if 
one were using film with such a speed. 



Lower ISO settings mean you need 
more light, and vice versa. 

LCD — The screen on the back of the 
camera that lets you see a live-action 
view of your subject, your photo after 
you've taken it, or both. 

lens — The apparatus on the front of the 
camera that gathers and directs light 
towards the imaging device. In a digital 
camera, the lens probably has both an 
optical zoom and digital zoom. 

megapixel — Approximately 1 million 
pixels. The higher the megapixels, the 
higher the resolution and the more you 
can crop, which means (in general) 
better-quality photos. 

memory card — Because digital cameras 
have very little on-board memory, they 
need a flash memory card to store more 
than a dozen or so images. The type of 
memory card you need depends on your 
camera make and model. Some of the 
most popular memory cards are Secure 
Digital, MultiMediaCard, Compact Flash, 
and Sony Memory Sticks. In general, 
memory cards are quite small. 

noise — Small statistical variations 
among pixels that lead to a (usually) 
minor distortion of color in a photo. 

optical zoom — The ability to move the 
lens physically closer to your subject. With 
optical zoom, the higher the number 
(such as 5X or 10X), the better. When 
choosing a camera, always consider the 
optical zoom, not the digital zoom. 

resolution — The number of pixels in 
an image. The higher the resolution, 




the more detail and quality in a photo. 
Resolution is measured in a proportion 
(such as 2,272x1,704). 

shutter — A mechanism that opens and 
closes to allow light to pass through 
the lens. You can usually control the 
shutter's speed. 

shutter speed — The length of time a 
camera's shutter is open to let light 
through the lens to hit the sensor, which 
records the image. This is expressed in 
fractions of a second: for instance, a 
shutter speed of 1/250 means that the 
shutter speed is 1 /250th of a second. 

viewfinder — The small opening in the 
camera that the user looks through to 
frame a shot. Some digital cameras 
don't have a viewfinder; instead, use the 
LCD to frame the shot. 

white balance — Light levels are adjusted 
electronically to ensure whites (and 
thus other colors) are pure, leading to 
more lifelike color. White balance can 
usually be manually adjusted, too. 
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Which Camera Is Best For You? 



f you're a little confused about the most important features in a digital camera, you're not alone. In this chart, we com- 
pare features from select digital cameras available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com), and we also explain what these fea- 
tures mean. If that still has you cross-eyed, we recommend the models for certain lifestyles. 



Point & Shoot 



What It Is 


What It Means 


Canon PowerShot 
A630 


Fujifilm Finepix F20 


HP PhotoSmart R727 


Resolution 


In general, more pixels 
mean bigger, clearer prints 


8MP 


6.3MP 


6.2MP 


Optical zoom 


Moves the lens physically 
closer to your subject 


4X 


3X 


3X 


Size (height x width x 
depth) & weight 


It's important for a camera to 
be comfortable to hold & use 


2.6x4.3x1.9 inches; 
4.5 ounces 


2.2x3.7x1.1 inches; 
5.3 ounces 


2.4x3.7x0.9 inches; 
4.8 ounces 


LCD size 


The LCD is the display on 
the back of the camera 


4.6 inches 


2.5 inches 


2.5 inches 


Battery life 


Based on how many shots you 
can take on a single charge 


200 images 


300 images 


240 images 


ISO 


Light sensitivity; the higher 
the ISO, the greater the 
ability to take photos in 
low-light situations 


Auto; Manual: 80, 
100,200,400,800 


Auto; Manual: 100, 
200, 400, 800, 1,600, 
2,000 


Auto; Manual: 100, 
200, 400 


Perfect for 


Users who are 
on a budget but 
who are also 
looking for high- 
end features 


First-time digital 
camera buyers 


Busy parents who will 
keep the camera in a 
diaper bag or purse 


Coolest feature 


21 shooting 
modes 


Intelligent Flash 


In-camera design 
gallery 


MSRP 


$299.99 


$199.99 


$199.99 



|R|ipS 




Canon PowerShot A630 




Fujifilm Finepix F20 



»••: 



HP Photosmart R727 




Kodak EasyShare V705 
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DSLRs 





Kodak EasyShare 
V705 


Olympus Stylus 1000 


Sony Cyber-shot 
DSC-N2 


Canon Digital Rebel 
XTi 


Nikon D40 




7.1 MP 


10MP 


10.1MP 


10.1MP 


6.1MP 




5X 


3X 


3X 


EF-S18-55mmf/3.5- 
22* 


18-55mmf/3.5-f/5.6EDII 
AF-S DX ZoorrvNikkor lens* 




2x4x0.8 inches; 
4.4 ounces 


2.2x3.8x0.9 inches; 
4.9 ounces 


3.8x2.4x0.9 inches; 
5.5 ounces 


3.7x5x2.6 inches; 
1.1 pounds 


2.5x5x3.7 inches; 
1.1 pounds 




2.5 inches 


2.5 inches 


3 inches 


2.5 inches 


2.5 inches 




150 images 


280 images 


300 images 


300 images 


470 images 




Auto; Manual: 50, 
100,200,400,800, 
1,000 


Auto; Manual: 64, 
100,200,400,800, 
1,600, 3,200 


Auto; Manual: 

100,200,400,800, 

1,600 


Auto; Manual: 100, 
200, 400, 800, 1,600 


Auto; Manual: 200, 
400, 800, 1,600 



Users who aren't 
quite ready for a 
D-SLR but have 
outgrown a 
point-and-shoot 

Dual-lens tech- 
nology 

$349.95 



Users who don't 
want to sacrifice 
function for form 



Digital image stabi- 
lization 



$349.99 



Users who like to 
view, edit, and 
display photos on 
their camera in- 
stead of their PC 

3-inch LCD 
touchscreen 

$399.95 



Confident camera 
users experienced 
with using SLRs 



Self-Cleaning System 



$899.99 



A newbie to the 
D-SLR arena 



The price — excellent 
for a D-SLR 

$599.99 




*These two lenses are for D-SLR cameras, and thus, there's no established equivalent to optical zoom. Talk to your Best Buy Digital Imaging specialist for more information. 






Olympus Stylus 1000 



Sony Cyber-shot DSC-N2 



Canon Digital Rebel XTi 



Nikon D40 
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Which Digital Camcorder Is Right For You? 



D 



igital camcorders come in a number of formats: DVD, hard drive, MiniDV, and high-definition are the most common. By 
comparing the following digital camcorders available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com), you can determine which format 
best fits your style. 



DVD 



What It Is 


What It Means 


Sony 3.0MP Handy- 
cam DCR-DVD508 


I 

Canon 5.39MP 
DC50 


Hitachi 8GB 
DZHS300A 


LCD screen size 


Diagonal length of viewing 
screen 


2.7 inches 


2.7 inches 


2.7 inches 


Optical zoom 


The number of times the lens can 
enlarge or reduce the field of view. 
The better type of zoom 


10X 


10X 


25X 


Digital zoom 


The number of times the camcorder 
can magnify a portion of an image. 
May result in loss of resolution 


20X 


200X 


1200X 


Recording speeds 


The type of speed and (if avail- 
able) maximum amount of time 
that can be recorded in each 


HQ: 20 min. 
SP:30min. 
LP: 60 min. 
(single layer) 


XP: 20 min. 
SP:30min. 
LP: 60 min. 
(single layer) 


XTRA:110min. 
FINE: 180 min. 
STD: 360 min. 
(to hard drive) 


Memory card 


Type of flash memory cards com- 
patible with the camcorder (cards 
not included unless noted) 


Memory Stick 
Duo 


miniSD 


SD 


Digital still resolution 


The number of megapixels 
the camcorder can capture in 
still images 


3MP 


5MP 


0.3MP 


Lines of resolution 


Number of lines of horizontal res- 
olution. The higher the number, 
the greater the detail 


530 


768 


480 


Weight 


Weight of the camcorder 
(without battery, unless noted) 


1.25 pounds 


1.1 pounds 


15.375 ounces 
(with battery) 


Perfect for 


Novices who 
want to learn on a 
loaded camcorder 


Home movie en- 
thusiasts 


Those who want 
to record in large 
blocks of time 


Coolest feature 


Smooth slow 
recording for ana- 
lyzing quick mo- 
tions at slow speeds 


Histogram display 
for viewing bright- 
ness of still images 
as you shoot 


One-second quick 
start for imme- 
diate recording. 


MSRP 


$899.99 


$799.99 


$599.99 














Sony 3.0MP Handycam 
DCR-DVD508 
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Canon 5.39MP DC50 



Hitachi 8GB DZHS300A 



JVC 30GB GZ-MG 155 





Hard Dri 


MiniDV 


MiniDV/HD 


High-Def 




JVC 30GB 
GZ-MG155 


Sony 60GB 
DCR-SR82 


JVC 
GR-D770 


Canon 
HV20 


Panasonic 
HDC-SD1 




2.7 inches 


2.7 inches 


2.7 inches 


2.7 inches 


3 inches 




32X 


25X 


34X 


10X 


12X 




800X 


2000X 


800X 


200X 


700X 




Ultra: 430 min. 

Fine 

Norm 

Eco: 37.5 hours 


HQ: 14 hours 
SP: 21 hours 
LP: 41 hours 


SP 
LP 


SP:80min. 
LP 


HF 
HN 
HE 




SDHC/SD 


Memory Stick Duo 
and Pro 


SD/MMC 


miniSD 


4GB SD (included), 
SDHC 




1.07MP 


1MP 


0.3MP 


3.1MP 


2.1MP 




540 


520 


520 


1,080 


1,080 




11.2 ounces 


14 ounces 
(with battery) 


14.4 ounces 


1.2 pounds 


15.2 ounces 




Pict Bridge-compat- 
ible 


Included Handycam 
Station enables one- 
click disc burning 


Special effect modes 
include classic film, 
strobe, and twilight 


24p Cinema mode, so you 
can capture video with the 
same frame rate profes- 
sional filmmakers use 


Soft skin mode — ideal 
for hiding skin imper- 
fections in high-def 




Those wanting a 
lightweight, long- 
recording camera 


Those who want to 
edit their movies on 
their PC 


Those looking for an 
affordable, compact 
model 


For home theater 
owners 


Anyone who loves 
high-def 




$599.99 


$749.99 


$279.99 


$1,099 


$1,299.95 







Sony 60GB DCR-SR82 



JVC GR-D770 



Canon HV20 



Panasonic HDC-SD1 
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Which Photo Printer Is Right For You? 



If you print digital photos at home frequently, or would like to, then a dedicated photo printer may be a better option than an 
all-in-one. Photo printers at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com) offer a variety of features in a wide range of prices. 



What It Is 


What It Means 


Epson Picture- 
Mate Snap PM 240 


Epson High- 
Definition R260 


Epson Stylus 
R800 


Photo print speed 


How fast it can print one 
image 


45 seconds 
(4x6) 


13 seconds 
(4x6) 


45 seconds 
(5x7) 


Resolution 


Dots per inch (or dpi) 


5,760 x 720 


5,760 x 1,440 


5,760x1,440 


Ink cartridges 


How many cartridges the 
printer uses 


1 


6 


8 


Paper sizes 


Sizes of paper compatible 
with the printer 


4x6 


8.5x1 1.5, 8.5x14, A4, 
B5,A5,A6, half letter, 
executive, custom sizes 


Letter, legal A4, state- 
ment, executive, 
custom, 4x6, 5x7, 8x1 0, 
panoramic, and more 


PC-free printing 


The ability to print images 
directly from camera 


Yes 


Yes 


No 


Memory card 


Type of compatible flash 
memory 


CompactFlash, SD, 
SDHCminiSD,MMC, 
Memory Stick, and more 


No 


No 


Wireless connectivity 


The ability to communicate with 
other peripherals with no wires 


Yes, with optional 
Bluetooth print adapter 


No 


No 


Dimensions 


Height x width x depth 


5.7x8.5x6 inches 


11.1x17.7x21 
inches 


7.8x19.5x12.1 
inches 


Perfect for 


Photographers on 
the go 


Scrapbookers 


High-gloss prints 


Coolest feature 


Can operate on 
rechargeable bat- 
tery (not included) 


Produces border-free 
images in four print 
sizes/prints on CDs 
and DVDs 


Included holder 
for printing on 
paper rolls 


MSRP 


$149.99 


$99.99 


$399 






Epson Picture-Mate Snap 
PM 240 



Epson High-Definition R260 



Epson Stylus R800 



PI 



Canon Selphy Compact Photo 
Printer DS8 10 
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Canon Selphy 
Compact Photo 
Printer DS810 


Canon PIXMA Photo 
Printer iP6700D 


Canon PIXMA Photo 
Printer Pro9000 


HP PhotoSmart 
Portable Photo 
Printer A61 7 


HP PhotoSmart 
Professional Photo 
Printer B8350 




63 seconds (4x6) 


47 seconds (4x6) 


30 seconds (4x6) 


39 seconds (4x6) 


26 seconds (4x6) 




4,800 x 1,200 


9,600 x 2,400 


4,800 x 2,400 


4,800 x 1,200 


4,800 x 1,200 




1 


6 


8 


1 


2 




4x6, credit card, 
photo stickers 


Letter, legal, credit 
card, 4x6, 4x8, 5x7, 
8x10, #10 envelopes 


Letter, legal, 4x6, 4x8, 
5x7,8x10, 13x19, #10 
envelopes 


4x6, 4x6.5, 4x8, 5x7, 
4x12 


Letter, legal, tabloid, exec- 
utive, 3x5, 4x6, 5x7, 8x10, 
11x14, 13x19, envelopes 




Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


No 




CompactFlash, 
SmartMedia, Microdrive, 
MMC plus Memory Stick 
Duo and PRO Duo, miniSD, 
and xD-Picture Card with 
optional adapter 


CompactFlash, SD, MMC, 
Memory Stick/PRO, 
SmartMedia, Microdrive, 
plus others (some with op- 
tional adapter) 


No 


CompactFlash, SD, MMC, 
Memory Stick/Duo, xD- 
Picture Card, plus miniSD 
with optional adapter 


No 




Yes, with optional Bluetooth 
print adapter 


Yes, with optional Bluetooth 
print adapter 


No 


Yes, with optional Bluetooth 
print adapter 


No 




3.9x8.7x8.7 inches 


7.3x16.9x12 inches 


7.6x26x14 inches 


5.1x9.9x4.6 inches 


7.3x22.6x16.1 inches 




Those wanting a low- 
cost printer 


Those wanting high- 
res photos 


Serious photogra- 
phers 


Those wanting quick 
fixes for image prob- 
lems 


Those who want to 
print quality photos 
and documents 




Compact size 


Two-sided printing 


Supports wide variety 
of paper types, in- 
cluding fine art 


HP Photo Fix button 
for automatic correc- 
tions 


Printing options include 
index cards, transparen- 
cies, and iron-on transfers 




$149.99 


$179.99 


$499.99 


$129.99 


$349.99 







Canon PIXMA Photo Printer 
iP6700D 



Canon PIXMA Photo Printer 
Pro9000 



HP Photosmart Portable Photo 
Printer A6 17 



HP Photosmart Professional 
Photo Printer B8350 
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The Best Type Of 
Computer For You 

Will That Be For Here Or To Go? 



If you're in the market for a new computer, 
you have one major decision to make before 
you'll ever start to consider a particular 
brand: whether to go for a desktop or a 
notebook model. The decision is tougher 
than it used to be. Until fairly recently, most 
people regarded notebooks mainly as auxiliary computers, a 
scaled-down version of the main machine that could go to 
the coffee shop, on vacation, or back and forth to work. 



No longer! Notebooks now have all the processing power and 
storage capacity that most users are likely to need, making 
them more viable as main machines in their own right. In fact, 
according to a 2006 study by technology research and con- 
sulting firm Gartner, in 2005, sales of notebooks began to sur- 
pass those of desktops. 

That said, each type has advantages and disadvantages that 
may sway your decision. 



Desktop Computers 



Advantages 

• When processing speed matters and may save you time (when editing video or 
graphics, for instance, or for video-intensive gameplay), the fastest desktops beat 
the fastest notebooks. 

• It's usually easy to expand most desktop features and functions, with room for ad- 
ditional hard drives, DVD drives, PCI (Peripheral Component Interconnect) cards, 
memory, etc. 

• Desktops are more durable than notebooks because their components don't need 
to be miniaturized for portability. 

Disadvantages 

• Desktops tie you to a single location and, obviously, require their own designated 
work space. 

• A desktop computer, along with its monitor, external keyboard and mouse, and 
other peripherals, demands a lot more space for setup and may require some 
rearranging to make room for it. 

Perfect For: 

• Families who want a central computing workstation 

• Users who need a variety of peripherals and other expansion options 

• Gaming enthusiasts 



Models Of Note 

Apple iMac 

$999 (for 17-inch, 1.83GHz model) and 
up • www.apple.com 
The iMac integrates a widescreen display 
directly into a slim processor case, so it's 
not only sleek but also it's more portable 
than other desktops. 

Gateway GT5404 Desktop 

$579.99 • www.dell.com 
If you need a solid PC that delivers the ba- 
sics, this bargain from Gateway fits the bill. 
Buy it at Best Buy for $ 100 more and get an 
LCD monitor and printer, too. 

HP Pavillion al740n 

$969.97 • www.hp.com 
This model easily handles such processor- 
intensive activities as video-editing, is 
highly expandable, and comes with an 
LCD with integrated speakers, making it a 
great choice for anyone seeking the sweet 
spot between performance and value. 

Gateway GM5420 Desktop 

$949.99 • www.gateway.com 
Watch HDTV on your PC with this mod- 
el's integrated TV tuner. Buy it for $75 
more at Best Buy and get an LCD monitor, 
a Lexmark MFD, and surge protector. 
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Notebook Computers 



Advantages 

• You're free to roam from room to room or anywhere else you feel like taking your 
work, and you don't have to worry about shuttling files back and forth between 
the notebook and a home base machine. 

• Notebooks can run for hours on a fully charged battery, letting you work where 
there are no electrical outlets, during power outages, etc. 

• Many laptops are now equipped with a built-in wireless card (or can easily be up- 
graded to include one), so you can tap into high-speed Internet connections all 
over, and more hotspots are appearing all the time. 

Disadvantages 

• Notebooks have a higher failure rate than desktops. According to the 2006 
Gartner study cited earlier, notebooks fail at three times the rate of desktops 
within their first year and nearly twice the desktop rate within four years of use. 

• Because components are smaller and packed so closely together, upgrades and 
repairs are usually more expensive and time-consuming. 

Perfect For: 

• Students 

• Frequent travelers 

• Businesspeople on the move 



Models Of Note 

Apple MacBook 

$1,099 (13-inch, 1.83 GHz model) and up 
• www.apple.com 

Now that Apple's entire computer line is 
based on Intel processors, the MacBook 
(along with the MacBook Pro) is the only 
notebook capable of running Mac OS X 
and Windows OSes. 

Toshiba Satellite A135 

from $649.99 • www.toshiba.com 
This model provides a good value as a jack- 
of-all trades notebook PC that will be at 
home in just about any classroom or office. 

Asus G1-AK020C-B 

$1,799.99 • www.asus.com 
With the 15.4-inch screen, 1.5-inch height, 
6. 8 -pound weight, this is travel-friendly 
but doesn't skimp on power and features, 
including an integrated Web cam and mi- 
crophone, so you can stay in touch with 
friends and family. 

Sony VAIO VGN-AR390E 

$3,299.99 • www.sonystyle.com 
It's expensive, but this Vaio delivers 
desktop power in a portable package. And 
with its BD (Blu-ray Disc) drive and 
HDMI output, it doubles as a high-def en- 
tertainment PC. 




A Logical Choice 

Because of the sheer variety of things 
you can do with a computer, it will 
likely be the most versatile thing you 
ever buy. You'll want to consider how 
and where you'll be using that new ma- 
chine and the accessories you may need 
to add and weigh the pros and cons of 
each type. Buying a computer isn't just 
a choice of hardware: It's a lifestyle 
decision, too. B3 

by Brian Hodge 
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<D Must-Have 
> Accessories 




Computers 



f you have a computer, you're undoubtedly going to want a few acces- 
sories to go with it. Here, we'll mention five that we consider necessities 
to computing experiences. 



1 Software: The following programs 
are must-haves for any computer: A 
security program and a productivity 
suite. For comprehensive security, look 
to Symantec Norton Internet Security 
2007 ($69.99; www.symantec.com). It 
protects your PC from viruses, spyware, 
and other malicious programs, and its 
firewall blocks threats coming from the 
network. The email scanner prevents 
malicious programs from taking hold 
and helps protect you from social- 
networking and phishing scams. For 
office productivity suites, Microsoft 
Office 2007 is the gold standard. There 
are packages available at many price 
points, but Microsoft Office Standard 
2007 ($399.99 new, $239.99 as an up- 
grade; office.microsoft.com) features 
Word, PowerPoint, Excel, and Outlook 
2007, which let you accomplish word 
processing, create presentations, compile 
spreadsheets, and send and receive email. 




Ill ($219.99; www.maxtorsolutions.com), 
lets you back up your important data. Its 
500GB of space will give you ample room 
to back up your entire system or just the 
pictures of your kids, financial data, and 
maybe even emails from friends that 
you'd hate to lose if your hard drive fails. 
You might consider getting an external 
DVD-RW/CD-RW drive, such as the 
Samsung SE-W184M ($125.99; www.sam 
sung.com), so you can back up your data 
to DVD and store the discs somewhere 
outside your home. 




External Storage: An external 

drive, such as the Maxtor OneTouch 



3 Printer: If you occasionally need a 
hard copy of a document or you 
like to print your digital photos, you'll 
appreciate the Epson Stylus Photo 
RX580 ($199.99; www.epson.com). This 
all-in-one device lets you print, copy, 
and scan documents, and you can also 
print borderless 4x6 pictures PC-free di- 
rectly from your camera or memory 
card. You'll be able to replenish your ink 
supply at Best Buy, too: A black Epson 



Claria HD InkJet Cartridge is $17.99, and 
color cartridges are $15.49 per color. 




4 Back-Up Power: Spring and 
summer can be stormy, with light- 
ning strikes and power outages, which 
can wreak havoc with delicate electron- 
ic equipment. Protect your equipment 
(and data) with an APC BE650R ($79.99; 
www.apc.com) surge protector. All 
eight of the outlets provide surge pro- 
tection, and four of the eight include a 
battery backup that'll give you about 15 
valuable minutes during a power outage 
so you can save your data and turn off 
your computer. 



t : 



Monitor 
2W 



WmV. 



5 Cleaning Supplies: Computers 
present unique cleaning challenges 
because you shouldn't use water or 
cleaning solutions to clean any of the 
components. Falcon Safety Products 
(www.falconsafety.com) makes products 
that are safe to use on electronic devices. 
Double up on the cleaning and protec- 
tion with the Dust-Off compressed air 
and Antistatic Monitor Wipes (together 
$16.99). The air blows dust and crumbs 
from your keyboard, and the wipes are 
safe to use on notebook screens, as well 
as LCDs and CRTs. m 

by Kathryn Dolan 
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Top 10 Things 
To Know About 



Computers 

o matter what your 
skill level, there are a 
few basics everyone 
should know in order 
to enjoy the most pro- 
ductive, safest computing experience 
possible. Here are our Top 10. 




i 



Buy a good surge protector. If 

you're in the market for a new 
computer now, it's smart to make 
sure you know exactly what extras you'll 
need once you get home. Besides the 
keyboard, mouse, monitor, and tower, 
you'll want to get a good surge protector 



that will keep your new investment safe 
from damage as a result of a power 
outage or electrical surge. A UPS (unin- 
terruptible power supply) is even better 
than a surge protector because it has a 
battery that keeps the power flowing 
smoothly even after an outage. This will 
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give you time to properly shut down 
the computer to avoid data loss. 

2 Use a firewall. If you plan to go 
online, you need to install and 
use a firewall. There are many 
third-party products available, and 
some also come with antivirus software 
or additional security tools. Another 
option is to use Windows XP's built-in 
firewall. Whichever firewall you decide 
to use, make sure you keep it enabled 
and set to the product's recommended 
settings. Just be sure that Windows XP's 
firewall is disabled before you install a 
third-party firewall. 

3 Keep antivirus software up to 
date. Another must-have in the 
computing software category is 
some type of antivirus or security pro- 
gram. The trick to ensuring these prod- 
ucts do their job is that you have to keep 
them up-to-date. Most programs will 
have a method for allowing you to manu- 
ally (or your computer to automatically) 
check for updates so the software can de- 
tect new viruses, scams, and the like. Keep 
up your end of this deal and your com- 
puter will be that much safer. 

4 Take care of your hard drive. 
Everyday tasks, such as adding 
and deleting data or installing 
and uninstalling programs, can cause 
files to become fragmented on your 
hard drive, meaning files from one pro- 
gram can be spread out across the drive 
instead of in one spot. This slows your 
computer down as it tries to locate each 
necessary piece of a program. To clean 
up your drive, use the built-in defrag- 
menter that comes with Windows XP 
(click Start, All Programs, Accessories, 
System Tools, and Disk Defragmenter) 
or buy a third-party defragmenter. 

5 Shut down your PC. It used to be 
that everyone recommended you 
leave your computer running at 
all times. Previous-generation compo- 
nents — especially hard drives — couldn't 



take the wear and tear of frequent on/off 
patterns. The larger issue these days is 
heat. Keeping your drive cool is one of 
the best ways to keep it running happily. 
Shutting down your PC for the night, 
when you're away for the weekend, or 
when you go on an extended vacation 
gives your components a chance to rest 
and cool off. This will also help conserve 
energy and give your OS a chance to 
flush its system, so to speak, of any tem- 
porary files and other detritus that might 
slow it down. At the very least, you 
should put your computer in hibernate 
or sleep mode when you'll be away from 
your desk for a while. 

6 Back up your data. Even if you 
have been vigilant about keeping 
your computer running well, it is 
likely that you will experience a com- 
puter crash at some time. Whether it's a 
problem with your operating system or 
a burned-out hardware component, un- 
less you have backed up the informa- 
tion on your computer, you may not be 
able to get it back — ever. Avoid this 
headache and heartache by developing 
a regular backup schedule. One simple 
way to secure your information in an- 
other location is to save it to an external 
drive once a week. 

7 Know when to call the pros. If you 
run into a computer problem you 
can't fix, don't be afraid to seek 
help. Clicking through error messages or 
putting up with slow processing speeds 
isn't just annoying; it can also be a sign of 
a larger problem. Before you lose your 
valuable time and data, get a professional 
to help put things right. There are many 
options out there, including Best Buy's 
Geek Squad. This "24-hour computer 
support task force" offers carry-in, phone, 
and on-site support. The squad also 
makes house calls. 

8 Learn how to formulate a secure 
password. Passwords aren't effec- 
tive unless you choose ones that 
are easy for you to remember but hard 



for others to guess. The password should 
be eight to 14 characters long and 
should use a combination of alpha, nu- 
meric, and symbol characters. And don't 
write it down! To help you remember, 
try using the first characters in a mean- 
ingful sentence, like this: Mbi16o73! (My 
birthday is 16 of 73!). Also make sure you 
use different passwords for different ac- 
counts, so your bank account password 
isn't the same as the password required 
to log on to your PC. 

9 Be careful about giving out your 
email address. Some Web sites re- 
quire an email address before 
they will let you do things such as read 
content or view real-estate pictures. If 
you want to access this content without 
the risk of receiving unwanted email, set 
up a free email account with a provider 
such as Excite (www.excite.com) or Hot- 
mail (www.hotmail.com) and then use 
that address instead of your regular ad- 
dress when you sign up for things that 
you don't need to follow up with later. 

1 ^^ Budget for the extras. Shop- 
I ping for new computers 
these days can be tempting. 
It's pretty easy to get a system for 
around $500, but don't let that low 
number fool you. Remember that own- 
ing a computer comes with some addi- 
tional expenses. For starters, some 
computers at the sub-$500 price point 
don't include a monitor, so you'll want 
to watch for that and figure it in if nec- 
essary. If you don't already have one, 
you'll need to buy a printer and USB 
cable if you want to print anything. Also 
factor in your monthly ISP fee and look 
into whether you'll have to pay for a 
high-speed modem and installation or if 
they're included. Other extras could in- 
clude productivity software such as 
Microsoft Office (you won't get this at 
sub-$500 either), security software sub- 
scription fees, printer ink and paper, and 
a digital camera. \H 

by Jennie Schlueter 
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Glossary Of 
Computing Terms 



Compiled by Kathryn Dolan 



Bluetooth — A short-range wireless stan- 
dard that connects devices, such as com- 
puters, printers, PDAs, and digital 
cameras, and allows the devices and their 
users to communicate with one another. 

broadband — Network connections 
that transmit data at high speeds. 
Consumers have a few options 
for accessing the Internet via a 
broadband connection. If your cable 
company offers it, you can get connec- 
tions at speeds with theoretical maxi- 
mums of 8 to 11Mbps (megabits per 
second). You can also subscribe to DSL 
(Digital Subscriber Line) through your 
phone company; DSL supports max- 
imum speeds of 3 to 5Mbps. And, al- 
though not widely available, some power 
companies are exploring the possibility 
of offering high-speed Internet access to 
their customers, as well. 

CRT (cathode-ray tube)— An older dis- 
play technology for TVs and computer 
monitors that features an electron gun 
lighting up phosphor dots that line the 
inside of a glass tube. When the phos- 
phors are lit, they display the on-screen 
image. CRTs consume a lot of power and 
are heavy and bulky. Additionally, CRTs 
are an analog technology, so although 
many CRTs support digital signals, they 
degrade when converted to analog. 

dual-core processor— This integrated 
circuit, which controls the computer, 
features two processors, each with its 
own cache, on a single die or chassis. In 
a dual-core configuration, the operating 
system has two processors to handle in- 
structions, speeding up the computer 
and its ability to multitask. 




Ethernet— A widely used LAN protocol 
in which computers and networks are 
physically linked. 

firewall — Hardware or software that 
limits access by a network or another 
outside source to your computer; it also 
may limit your computer's access to the 
network. These security measures are 
designed to protect your computer from 
outsiders who'd like to exploit it in some 
way. By the same token, firewalls may 
prevent infected files on your computer 
from accessing the larger network and 
spreading the problem to other users. 

LAN (local-area network)— A group of 
computers that are physically con- 
nected so they can communicate with 
one another and share information. 

LCD — This digital display technology 
sandwiches liquid crystals between thin 
sheets of glass. The crystals twist and 



untwist to allow and block light from a 

backlight, forming the images you see. 

LCDs are thinner, lighter, and consume 

less power than CRTs. Initially used 

mostly in notebook PCs, you'll now find 

LCD TVs and computer monitors, as well 

as LCD screens on digital cameras, cell 

phones, portable DVD players, 

and PDAs among others. 

office suite— Productivity software, 
such as Microsoft Office, StarOffice, and 
Open Office, that often includes word 
processing, spreadsheet, presentation, 
database, and financial components. 

operating system— The software, such 
as Windows XP, Windows Vista, or Mac 
OS X, that controls a computer and its 
peripherals and serves as the primary in- 
terface for the users. 

processor — Also known as a micro- 
processor or the CPU (central pro- 
cessing unit), this integrated circuit 
controls the computer. 

RAM — Random-access memory is a stan- 
dard type of memory that's read from 
and written to by the CPU and hardware. 

upgradeable— This refers to the ability to 
add or swap out hardware to boost a 
computer's performance, increase its 
speed, or replace a defective or obsolete 
device or component. For instance, you 
may wish to add more memory; replace 
an old CRT with a new, widescreen LCD 
display; or swap out an older graphics 
card for a new one that features an ATSC 
TV tuner so you can watch digital TV on 
your computer. Look for a computer 
with expansion slots or empty bays. 
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Which Notebook Computer Is Best For You? 



A 



notebook computer is a pretty big purchase for most people, and it's usually a bit overwhelming, too. This chart com- 
pares the features and specs from several models available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com) and recommends models 
based on certain lifestyles. 





What It Is 


What It Means 


Compaq Presario 
430C501NR 


Gateway MT6821 


HP Pavilion 
dv9208nr 




Operating system 


The software (usually 
Windows or Mac OS X) that 
controls your computer 


Windows Vista 
Home Basic 


Windows Vista 
Home Premium 


Windows Vista 
Home Premium 




Processor 


The chip that controls the 
computer (in general, the 
bigger the number, the better) 


1.73GHz Intel 
Celeron M 430 


1.6GHz Intel Core 
2 Duo Mobile 


1.6GHz AMD 
Athlon 64X2 




Hard drive size 


How much the information 
the computer can hold 


80GB 


160GB 


120GB 


Optical drives 


Drives that can read and 
write discs such as CD-Rs, 
DVD-RWs,orHDDVDs 


DVD-ROM/ 
CD-RW 


Double-layer 

DVD±RW/CD- 

RW 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/CD-RW 
with LightScribe 


RAM 


Memory that is read from and 
written to by the processor and 
hardware. The more, the better. 


512MB PC2-4200 
DDR2 


2GB PC4200 
DDR2 


1GBPC2-4200 
DDR2 


Screen size 


The diagonal measurement 
of the notebook's screen 


15.4 inches 


15.4 inches 


17 inches 




Media card reader 


A slot that lets you use 
media cards without a 
separate peripheral 


No 


Yes 


Yes 


Coolest feature 


Hi-defLCD 


Free Lexmark X1 270 
printer when pur- 
chased together 


LightScribe direct- 
disc labeling 


Perfect for 


College students 
or anyone on a 
budget 


A home office 


Entertainment buffs 
looking for a desktop 
replacement 


MSRP 


from $479.99 


$1,099.99 


from $949.99 






Compaq Presario 430 C501NR 
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Gateway MT6821 



HP Pavilion dv9208nr 




Samsung Ultra Mobile PC Ql 





Samsung Ultra 
Mobile PC Q1 


SonyVAIOVGN- 
FE880E/H 


Toshiba Satellite 
U205-S5057 


Apple MacBook 
MA700LL/A 


Apple MacBook Pro 
MA611LL/A 




Windows XP Tablet 
PC 


Windows Vista 
Home Premium 


Windows Vista 
Home Premium 


Mac OS X 10.4 Tiger 


Mac OS X 10.4 Tiger 




900MHz Intel 
Celeron M ULV 


1.66GHz Intel Core 2 
Duo Mobile 


1.66GHz Intel Core 2 
Duo Mobile T5500 


2GHz Intel Core 2 
Duo Mobile 


2.33GHz Intel Core 2 
Duo Mobile 




40GB 


160GB 


160GB 


80GB 


160GB 




None 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/CD-RW 


Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/CD-RW 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/CD-RW 




512MB DDR2 


2GB PC2-5300 DDR2 


1GBPC-4200DDR2 
SDRAM 


1GBPC2-5300DDR2 
SDRAM 


2GB PC2-5300 DDR2 
SDRAM 




7 inches 


15.4 inches 


12.1 inches 


13.3 inches 


17 inches 




Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


No 


No 




Size — it's tiny but 
full-featured 


Built-in Web camera 


Fingerprint reader 


Loaded with software 


iSight Web cam 




Users who like to stay 
connected on the road 
without extra bulk 


Users who like to stay 
connected to family 
& friends 


Road warriors 


Shutterbugs and 
amateur video 
editors 


Those looking for a ro- 
bust, full-featured system 
that can grow with them 




from $1,099 


$1,349.99 


$1,299.99 


$1,299 


$2,799 







Sony VAIO VGN-FE880E/H 



Toshiba Satellite U205-S5057 Apple MacBook MA700LL/A Apple MacBook Pro MA61 ILL/A 
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Which Desktop PC Package Is Right For You? 



w 



hen you shop for a bundled desktop PC system, you'll see lots of similar deals. The comparison chart below shows how 
subtle — yet important — the differences can be. If you can't find one of these packages on Best Buy's Web site 
(www.bestbuy.com), visit or call your local Best Buy store, and it should be available there. 



What It Is 


What It Means 


Compaq Presario 
356SR2150NX(A) 


Compaq Presario 
356SR2150NX(B) 


Compaq Presario 
631 SR2170NX 


Processor 


The chip that controls the 
computer (in general, the 
bigger the number, the better) 


Intel Celeron D 356, 
3.33GHz 


Intel Celeron D 
356, 3.33GHz 


Intel Pentium 4 
631, 3.0 GHZ 


Hard drive size 


How much information the 
computer can hold 


120GB 


120GB 


160GB 


RAM 


The memory a computer uses 
to run all PC applications 


512MB 


512MB 


1GB 


Optical drives 


Drives that can read and 
write discs such as CD-Rs, 
DVD-RWs,orHDDVDs 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/CD-RW 


Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/CD-RW 
with LightScribe 


Operating system 


The software (usually 
Windows or Mac OS X) that 
controls your computer 


Windows Vista 
Home Basic 


Windows Vista 
Home Basic 


Windows Vista 
Home Basic 


Loaded software 


Preinstalled applications for 
performing specific tasks 


Microsoft Works 8, 
Adobe Reader 7.0, 
DVD Play 


Works 8, Adobe 
Reader 7.0, Roxio 
Creator, DVD Play 


Works 8, Adobe 
Reader 7.0, Roxio 
Creator, DVD Play 


Screen size 


The diagonal measurement 
of the monitor's screen 


Compaq 17-inch 
flat-screen CRT 


HP 15-inch flat- 
panel TFT LCD 


HP 15-inch flat- 
panel TFT LCD 


Printer 


Peripheral for printing 
documents 


HP PhotoSmart 
Photo Printer 
D5069 


HP Photosmart 
Photo Printer 
D5069 


HP Photosmart 
Photo Printer 
D5069 


Best for 


Digital photo 
enthusiasts 


Those who want 
sleek form factor 


Everyday produc- 
tivity 


Coolest feature 


LightScribe-enabled 
DVD burner 


Flat-panel display 


The hefty system 
memory 


Best Buy price (before any rebate) 


$559.97 


$679.97 


$769.97 







Compaq Presario 356 - 
SR2150NX 
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Compaq Presario 356 - 
SR2150NX 



Compaq Presario 631 - 
SR2170NX 



Gateway 5000+ GT5426E 





Gateway 5000+ 
GT5426E (A) 


Gateway 5000+ 
GT5426E (B) 


HP Pavilion 4200+ 
a1710n 


HP Pavilion 3800+ 
a1700n 


HP Pavilion E6400 
Media Center TV 
m7780n 




AMD Athlon 64X2 
dual-core 5000+, 
2.6GHz 


AMD Athlon 64X2 
dual-core 5000+, 
2.6GHz 


AMD Athlon 64X2 
dual-core 4200+, 
2.2GHz 


AMD Athlon 64X2 
dual-core 3800+, 
2.0GHz 


Intel Core 2 Duo 
E6400, 2.13 GHz 




320GB 


320GB 


320GB 


250GB 


500GB 




2GB 


2GB 


1GB 


1GB 


2GB 




Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 


Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 


Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW with LightScribe 


Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW with LightScribe 


Double-layer DVD±RW/ 
HD DVD-ROM/ 
CD-RW with LightScribe 




Windows Vista 
Home Premium 


Windows Vista 
Home Premium 


Windows Vista 
Home Premium 


Windows Vista 
Home Premium 


Windows Vista 
Home Premium 




Works 8.5, Money 2006, 
Digital Image Starter, 
CyberLink Power2Go 


Works 8.5, Money 2006, 
Digital Image Starter, 
CyberLink Power2Go 


Works 8, Roxio Creator, 
Reader 7.0, muvee 
autoProducer 


Works 8, Roxio Creator, 
Reader 7.0, muvee 
autoProducer 


Works 8, Reader 7.0, 
muvee autoProducer, 
HD DVD Play 




Gateway 17-inch flat- 
panel TFT LCD 


Gateway 19-inch flat- 
panel TFT LCD 


HP 15-inch flat-panel 
TFT LCD 


HP 17-inch flat-panel 
TFT LCD 


HP 17-inch flat-panel 
TFT LCD 




Canon Pixma Photo 
All-in-One Printer 
AAP160 


Canon Pixma Photo 
All-in-One Printer 
MP160 


HP PhotoSmart 
Photo Printer 
D5069 


HP PhotoSmart 
Photo Printer 
D5069 


HP Photosmart 
Photo Printer 
D5069 




Home office produc- 
tivity 


Video and photo 
editing and viewing 


Managing 
multimedia 


Photo and video editing 
and disc burning 


Productivity and 
home entertainment 




15-in-1 digital media 
manager 


Widescreen display 


Expandability: seven 
USB ports 


SuperMuIti DVD records 
up to 8.5GB of data 


Built-in TV tuner and 
HD DVD play 




$1,069.97 


$1,149.97 


$869.97 


$909.97 


$1,859.97 






Gateway 5000+ 
GT5426E 



HP Pavilion 4200+ 
al710n 



HP Pavilion 3800+ 
al700n 



HP Pavilion E6400 
Media Center TV m7780n 
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Tips 



Furniture For Your PC 



Family Computing 

If you have children who use the family 
PC you may want to incorporate the 
computer into your living space, so you 
can supervise their online activities. The 
Bush Vantage Corner 
Desk ($224; www 



For more contemporary offices, take a 
look at the Studio RTA Portofina Com- 
puter Desk ($279.99; www.studiorta 
.com). With its two workstations, you 
won't find yourself short of space, and the 
tempered glass and steel design provide 
a fashionable, uncluttered look. 



"TT 



.bush-furniture-on 
line.com) fits unob- 
trusively in a corner 
of the room and has 
several drawers so 
you can tuck files, extra paper, software, 
or PC games for the kids out of sight. It 
also has an enclosed cabinet for a PC 
tower, so you won't have wires spilling 
out to detract from the room's aesthetics. 

Dedicated Room 

With a home office for your computer, 
you may want a clean-looking desk and 
furniture. With the Bush Vantage Student 
Desk ($213.20), you can buy its Mobile 
File ($113.20) for storing lateral files and 
keeping your PC accessories organized. 



Confined Spaces 



For a child's bedroom or a dorm 
room, consider a self-contained 
shelf unit, such as the funky-looking 
silver and frosted, tempered glass Studio 
RTA Primo Tower ($239.99). The ele- 
vated shelf for the monitor gives your 
student room to spread out his papers 

and books while he . 

researches a school 
project. It has an ad- 
justable bottom shelf 
for a tower or printer; 
a dropped keyboard/ 
mouse shelf that 
tucks under the pri- 
mary desk area; and 
an overhead shelf for 




a scanner, iPod dock, or a printer. There 
are two adjustable speaker shelves, as 
well, so your son can immerse himself 
completely in a game or two when he's 
finished studying. 

Ever On The Go 

You may not need a dedicated room or 
desk if your primary computer is a 
laptop. With a laptop, it's easy to set up 
at the kitchen table or even on your lap 
in front of the TV. For a bit more sup- 
port, you can find props, platforms, and 
stands that'll create a workspace where 
you are. The APC Notebook Stand with 
4-port USB 2.0 Hub ($79.99; www.best 
buy.com) lets you prop up, tilt, and 
swivel your laptop so you can work com- 
fortably even at a coffee table. If you'd 
rather relax in an easy 
chair, the Studio RTA 
Laptop/Reading Cart 
($94.99; www.safecom 
puting.com) is available 
in deep cherry, light 
cherry, or oak, and you 
can adjust the height to 
34.5 inches and tilt the 
work surface 90 degrees. 

A Place To Park 

If you give your daughter a computer 
desk, she may want a chair to go with it. 
We found affordable chairs, such as 
the True Seating Lane Leather Executive 
Office Chair ($109.99; www.bestbuy 
.com), with its padded arm rests and ad- 
justable height and tilt. We found inter- 
esting-looking chairs, such as the AK 
Designs Octane PC Gaming & Office 
Chair ($149.99; www.ak.com). It has 
extra lumbar support and adjustable 
arms so your gamer can easily find a 
comfortable position. And we found a 
whimsical, inexpensive chair, the True 
Seating Pink Vinyl Office Chair ($49.99) 
that would be perfect for your daugh- 
ter's dorm room. E3 

by Kathryn Dolan 
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wireless 



Pay-As-You-Go 
Wireless Phones 

Best Buy & FastCard Provide Ease Of Access 




Have you been thinking 
about buying a cell phone 
but are hesitant to lock 
into a two-year contract? 
Maybe you're an infre- 
quent talker whose cell phone is mostly 
for emergencies (or road trips). Or you 
give the phone to your kids so they can 
call you when play practice is over and 
they're ready for a ride home. Pay-as-you- 
go plans (also called prepaid plans) are 
worth considering, especially if you make 
only a few short phone calls per week. 
You no longer have to lock into a two- 
year contract with a service provider for 
hundreds of minutes you'll never use. 

In the past, the incentive to sign a con- 
tract was a free or dramatically reduced- 
price phone. Without a contract, you'd 
pay a fortune for a phone. And there 
weren't many styles of phones, not to 
mention phones with extra features, 
available for the pay-as-you-go crowd. 
Now, though, you can get many of the 
same phones that are available with 
contracts, and the phones have cam- 
eras, wireless Internet access, and even 
the ability to download TV content, but 
they don't require a contract. 

If you're not interested in a phone that 
can do it all, you can get a basic phone 
with a pay-as-you-go plan for less than 
$20, but if you'd like the option to take 
advantage of more features, you'll be 
able to find the higher-end phones — 
some for less than $100. 

Options For Phones 

For contract-free options, take a look at 
the pay-as-you-go phones at Best Buy. 
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wireless 



As with contract options, the phone 
you decide on is provider-dependent. 
You can select a phone and then decide 
on the number of minutes you'd like to 
buy from the available provider, or you 
can decide on a provider that's available 
in your area and then select a phone 
that works with that provider. 

For instance, if you opt for the Motorola 
C139 ($19.99; www.motorola.com), Cing- 
ular is your provider. If you're ordering 
your phone from BestBuy.com, make sure 
Cingular offers service in your area before 
committing to the phone. Or, let's say 
you already know you'd like to go with 
Virgin Mobile as your provider; at press 
time, Virgin Mobile has six phones avail- 
able at Best Buy, including the tiny Kyo- 
cera Oystr ($19.99; www.virginmobileusa 
.com) flip phone. 

Keep in mind that when you activate a 
phone through a pay-as-you-go plan 
and you stop paying for minutes, there's 
a brief grace period after which your 
number expires. Your phone number is 
only yours for as long as you're paying 
for minutes. 

Possible Plans 

Prepaid plans differ among service 
providers. For instance, if you have a 
phone that works with Cingular, you 
have the option of getting one of two 
Cingular plans: the Pay As You Go/ 
Unlimited Mobile To Mobile or the Pay 
As You Go/$.25 Per Minute. Neither plan 
requires a contract or a credit check. 

With the former plan, you pay 10 cents 
per minute for Anytime Minutes and a 
$1 access fee each day you make or re- 
ceive a voice call; you have unlimited 
Mobile To Mobile Minutes; you get 
Nationwide Long Distance; and you can 
roll the minutes over that you haven't 
used, as long as you prepay another pay- 
as-you-go card before your current card 
expires. The more money you put on 
your card, the longer you have until it 



expires. For $15, the card is good for 30 
days; $25, $50, and $75 cards are good 
for 90 days; and a $100 card is good for 
365 days. 

With the latter plan, you pay 25 cents 
per minute; there's no Daily Access Fee, 
but Mobile To Mobile Minutes count 
against your plan. This plan also in- 
cludes Nationwide Long Distance and 
Rollover Balance. Again, though, in 
order to keep your minutes, you'll need 
to add more money to your card prior 
to the expiration date. 

Both plans include features such as 
voicemail, caller ID, and call waiting, but 
you'll pay 5 cents per message for text 



Pay-As-You-Go 
Phones 

Here's a list of the cell phone 
models from leading manufac- 
turers that are available for a prepaid 
plan through Best Buy. 

Boost Mobile 

(www.boostmobile.com) 

Kyocera 

(www. kyocera- wireless . com) 

Motorola 

(www.motorola.com) 

Nokia 

(www.nokiausa.com) 

Pantech 

(www.pantechusa.com) 

Samsung 

(www.samsung.com) 

UT Starcom 

(www.utstar.com) 

Verizon 

(www.verizonwireless.com) 

Virgin Mobile 

(www.virginmobileusa.com) 



messages, and the per-minute charges 
for international calls varies consider- 
ably, so check with Cingular if you in- 
tend to make many calls out of the 
United States. 

Refill Minutes 

When you buy a card, you'll set up a 
PIN, which lets you refill your pay-as- 
you-go card 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week in several ways. You can go to 
the Cingular Web site (www.cingular 
refill.com) or to the Best Buy partner 
Web site, Fast Card (www.fastcard 
.com/bestbuy) and add money to your 
card using a credit or debit card. You 
can also call 611 from your cell phone 
or (800) 901-9878 from any phone, and 
again, using a debit or credit card, you 
can add minutes in the denominations 
mentioned previously. You can also re- 
fill your card by going to a Cingular 
store, of course. 

The Best Buy partner Web site, Fast 
Card, also lets you refill your Verizon/ 
IN pulse (www.verizonwireless.com) 
branded prepaid cards. As with the 
Cingular prepaid cards, Verizon/ 
INpulse cards are available in several 
denominations ($30, $50, and $75), 
and the plan rates vary. However, 
you'll pay 10 cents per minute, and 
there's a 25 cent-per-call connection 
fee, so the first minute is 35 cents. If 
you live in Oklahoma, Arizona, or 
Arkansas, you cannot get Verizon ser- 
vice without paying roaming, and you 
must use a credit card. 

Best Buy sells phones with pay-as- 
you-go plans available through Virgin 
Mobile and Boost Mobile (www.boost 
mobile.com), in addition to Verizon/ 
INpulse and Cingular. Check at the 
manufacturer's Web sites for more in- 
formation on their plans. B3 

by Kathryn Dolan 
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Wireless 
Shopping Tips 

Select A Cell Phone Service Plan 



by Tara Simmons 



our cell phone can help you connect to business associ- 
ates, friends, and family or contact help in an emergency. 
Your service plan fees are likely a permanent part of your 
budget, which is why selecting a cell phone service plan 
that's right for you is an important task. Here are some 
items to keep in mind when shopping around for a new plan. 






Think about what time of day you'll 
use your phone. Conventional plans 
(with a flat monthly fee) have varying 
amounts of minutes allotted to day- 
time or nighttime and weekend use. 
So, if you frequently use your cell 
phone to make business calls, you'll 
need a plan that allows for heavy day- 
time usage. Many companies offer 
pay-as-you-go plans that let you buy 
varying amounts of minutes without 
signing a contract. This may be a fit 
for you if your cell phone use varies 
greatly from month to month. 

Along with considering when you'll 
use your cell phone, consider how 
you'll use it. Will you need to browse 
the Web or send and receive emails 
or text messages? If so, you'll want to 
figure in the cost of these services. If 
not, look for a plan that has only the 
basics (for instance, caller ID, call 
waiting, and voicemail). 

If you're looking for a new service 
provider, it's also a good time to look 
for a new cell phone. Most compa- 
nies offer deep discounts on new 
cell phones when you sign a contract 
with them. Alhough we don't rec- 
ommend basing your decision on a 
service provider solely on the phones 
available, remember that some 
phones are only offered through one 



company. Shop around for several 
models you like and compare service 
plan options among the companies 
that offer those models. 

We can't help reminding you to read 
the paperwork before signing a con- 
tract. Clarify how long the contract is 
and whether there are activation fees, 
termination penalties, or additional 
monthly charges. Also, take note of 
whether you have a trial period 
during which you can change pro- 
viders without a fee. 

Thoroughly research the coverage 
area of a potential provider. Cover- 
age maps are provided in stores, or 
you can usually find these maps on 
a company's Web site. Ask around 
for real-life testimonials, too. See if 
your neighbors or family members 
living in the area are satisfied with 
the coverage of their providers. 

If you have family members living 
with you, consider whether they will 
need their own cell phones. Putting 
two or more phones on a family 
plan is usually less expensive than 
having separate plans and contracts 
for each person. It's also easier to 
pay one bill each month and re- 
member when one contract expires 
instead of three. 



D When will you use your 
cell phone? 

□ Mostly during the day. 

□ Usually at night or on weekends. 

D What features will 
you need? 

□ Caller ID 

□ Call waiting 

□ Voicemail 

□ Text-messaging capabilities 

□ Internet access 

□ Camera 



D Does this provider offer a 
cell phone model you like? 



□ Yes 

□ No 



D Things to look for in the 
contract: 

□ Length of contract 

□ Activation fees 

□ Termination fees 

□ Additional monthly fees 

□ Trial period 

□ Can you change plans? 

D Does the company 
offer adequate coverage 
in places where you will 
spend most of your time? 

□ Yes 

□ No 
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Must-Have 
Accessories 



Music Player 



Nailing down a list of must-have accessories for an MP3 player is tricky. Just be- 
cause an iPod dock for the kitchen tops your list, for example, doesn't mean it 
even cracks an avid jogger's Top 5. Ultimately, though, five general categories stand 
out, although other notable accessories include extra batteries, cleaning kits, and 
Bluetooth adapters. 



Headphones. Headphones are 
the most convenient, portable link 
to your music. Without a pair that 
matches you audibly and physically, the 
experience is diminished. Fortunately, 
choices are numerous. Styles include 
wired/wireless earbuds, earcups, and on- 
the-ear models, and these types cover 
most uses, including listening to music, 
gaming, and Internet and office data 
communications. Earcups completely 
cover the ear and are well-suited to au- 
diophiles, while earbuds pair well with 
mobile users (students, mass transit 
users). Noise-canceling headphones, 
such as Sony's MDRSA1000 Open-Air 
Dynamic Headphones ($299.99; www 
.sonystyle.com), are becoming increas- 
ingly popular because of their ability to 
eliminate most ambient noise. 

Speakers/docks, it doesn't 

take much searching online to see 
how popular and plentiful portable 
speakers are. They're available in nearly 
all shapes, sizes, colors, and motifs so 
you can place them in the bathroom, 
living room, kitchen, and bedroom in- 
side and the patio, garage, camper, and 
lakeshore outside. In addition to being 
portable, most speakers have a dock to 
recharge your player's battery. Models 
include the funky JBL On Time ($249.95; 



www.jbl.com), which incorporates an 
AM/FM tuner, alarm clock, and display, 
and the ultra-portable Logitech mm32 
($79.99; www.logitech.com), which has a 
flashlight-like design. 

FM transmitter. Whether you're 
motoring about in a truck or Trans 
Am for leisure or work, MP3 players can 
provide the soundtrack for that motion. 
To do so, you'll need an FM transmitter 
that can beam your MP3 player's tunes 
over your car radio. Connect the trans- 
mitter to your player, tune into a desig- 
nated spot on the dial, and you're 
listening to music, movies, podcasts, 
audio books, etc. Transmitters range from 
the basic Belkin TuneFM for Apple iPod 
($49.99; www.belkin.com) to the sophisti- 
cated Harmon Kardon Drive+Play for 
iPods ($99.99; www.harmonkardon.com), 
which includes remote controllability of 
your content, plus a visual interface. 

Cases. Although they're partially a 
vanity purchase, cases also protect 
your player from scratches, bumps, water, 
physical drops, and mishaps that can oth- 
erwise shorten your player's life. If you re- 
cently bought a new Zune ($249.99; www 
.zune.net) or Creative Labs Zen Vision: W 
($299.99, 30GB; $399.99, 60GB; www.crea 
tive.com), owning a case that protects 



your investment is a no-brainer. A few 
case examples include the inexpensive 
Microsoft Zune Gear Bag ($29.99; www 
.zune.net) and the H20 Audio Outdoor 
Series for the iPod nano ($39.95; www 
.h20audio.com). 

■Armbands. Although they're 
often overlooked, armbands none- 
theless can mean the difference be- 
tween a workout or walk you're proud 
of and enjoy vs. one that's constantly in- 
terrupted by accidental drops and tug- 
ging, tangled cords. No matter your 
sport, an armband, which fits around 
your bicep, such as Griffin's Tempo 
($24.99; www.griffintechnology.com), 
generally offers the most stability and 
comfort. Otherwise, basic lanyards are 
inexpensive, yet effective, alternatives 
for less strenuous workouts. E3 

by Blaine Flamig 
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Top 10 Things 
To Know About 




MP3 Players 



inding the right digi- 
tal music player is all 
about asking the right 
questions. DRM (digital 
rights management) 
and other competing standards have 
made it tougher than ever to find a 
player that will meet all of your needs, 
but here are 10 questions you need to 
ask while shopping, along with the an- 
swers you'll want to hear before com- 
mitting to a particular device. 

1 Memory capacity. The theoret- 
ical capacities listed for most 
MP3 players were based on 
audio recorded at low quality, which 
makes small file sizes. Songs recorded 
at higher quality, which is probably 
what you'll be listening to most often, 
will take up more space, so you'll fit 
fewer songs on the player. For ex- 
ample, a player can store three times 
as many songs recorded at 64Kbps as 
those at 192Kbps, but the sound 
quality for the 192Kbps tracks is more 
than three times better than that of 
the 64Kbps tracks. 

Where storage is concerned, there are 
eight bits in a byte, 1,024 bytes in a KB 
(kilobyte), 1,024KB in a MB (megabyte), 
and 1,024MB in a GB (gigabyte). If you 
record tracks at 192Kbps, divide that 
number by eight to get 24KBps. There 
are 60 seconds in a minute, so that 
means your audio requires about 
1,440KB (1.41MB) of storage per minute 
or about 84.5MB per hour. Therefore, 
each gigabyte of memory will hold 
about 12 hours of 192Kbps audio. 



2 Type of memory. Hard drives 
offer relatively high storage capac- 
ities at a relatively inexpensive 
price, but they have a lot of moving parts 
that tend to break if you drop the device 
while jogging, which often ruins the 
player beyond repair. Flash memory (also 
called solid-state memory) is more ex- 
pensive per megabyte and gigabyte than 
hard drives, but because the memory 
uses no moving parts, it is more durable. 
Devices that use flash memory are terrific 
for running or other activities where you 
may shake or drop your player. 

3 File format support. Just as digital 
photos and movies use a variety 
of file formats, so do digital audio 
files. You'll see MP3, AAC (Advanced 
Audio Coding), WMA (Windows Media 
Audio), and FLAC (Free Lossless Audio 
Codec) to name a few. If you've already 
converted or downloaded a large 
amount of music in a particular format, 
make sure the player you want can 
handle it. If not, you can tailor your con- 
versions and downloads to match the ca- 
pabilities of the device. 

4 File downloads. This is a biggie. 
Due to conflicting DRM schemes 
and other factors, to download 
tracks directly from Apple's iTunes 
Store (www.itunes.com), you'll need 
an iPod. Several subscription-based 
services, such as Napster To Go (www 
.napster.com), which let you download 
unlimited amounts of music to a par- 
ticular player, are only compatible 
with certain makes and models. Look 
for the PlaysForSure or Works With 



Napster To Go logos when shopping 
to find devices that are compatible 
with your favorite services. 



8 



Battery charges. Rechargeable 
batteries are convenient because 
you can charge them in the play- 
er. When they can no longer hold a 
charge, however, they are sometimes 
difficult to replace, and in many cases, 
opening the case voids your warranty. 
Check the battery replacement plan 
and warranty period carefully before 
buying a digital audio player with an in- 
tegrated, rechargeable battery. 

Removable batteries, such as AAs and 
AAAs, may be expensive, but they are 
easy to replace, rechargeable models are 
available, and you can carry spares for 
use during long trips. 

/ Accessories. Having the latest 
f~\ and greatest digital audio player 
is nice, but often it's better to 
stick to a tried-and-true model, such as 
the iPod, for which an abundance 
of accessories have been designed. 
Whether you want to hook up your 
MP3 player to external speakers, inte- 
grate it into your car, or do just about 
anything else, there's likely an iPod- 
compatible device that can help. 

7 Music/file transfers. Some play- 
ers will let you retrieve music 
from your computer, but not 
send music to the PC, and only a few 
let you directly transfer files between 
devices. When choosing a device, 
ask exactly what types of transfers it 
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supports, such as directly connecting 
to similar devices or easily swapping 
music back and forth between the de- 
vice and a PC instead of only allowing 
a one-way connection. The iPod, for 
example, won't transfer tracks to 
a computer unless you use third- 
party software. 

8 Headphones. The earbuds that 
come with even the best digital 
audio players typically don't offer 
the quality of a good set of third-party 
cans. Consider the Philips SHE9500 
($29.99; www.philipsusa.com) or the 
Shure E4C ($319; www.shure.com) for 
improved playback quality. 



9 Design and use. Buy your por- 
table digital audio player based 
on how you plan to use it. If you 
want it for heavy-duty workouts, ask 
about its size and weight and also check 
to see if any armbands or other acces- 
sories are available that will let you 
easily incorporate the device into your 
routine. If you're looking to use the 
player in a car, see what options are 
available for integrating it into the car's 
stereo and mounting the device so you 
can easily see it while driving. 



10 



Battery life. Official battery 
life measurements are per- 
formed in a laboratory and, 



as a consequence, don't always match 
real-world performance. First, ask the 
salespeople if they have any experience 
with the battery life of a product you 
are considering. Then, be sure to ask 
how long the batteries should last if 
you listen at a reasonable volume level 
(loud music consumes more electricity 
because the headphones require more 
power). Finally, you might also look for 
power-cutting options, such as the 
ability to turn off the screen's back- 
light and audio normalization (which 
tones down loud music). 03 

by Tracy Baker 
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MP3 Player Glossary 



Who doesn't want an MP3 player? It can help you relax, provide moti- 
vation, and keep you up-to-date on news. When you head to your 
local Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com) to snag one, make sure you have 
this glossary so you can choose the perfect model. 



AAC — Short for Advanced Audio Cod- 
ing, it is a competitor to the more pop- 
ular MP3 file format. 

Click Wheel — Apple's proprietary circular 
control on the front of the iPod. 

download — In terms of digital music, 
downloading happens when you receive 
a song to your computer through an 
Internet or other network connection. 
You'll download songs from music ser- 
vice Web sites such as iTunes, Napster, 
or Rhapsody. 

DRM — Digital rights management is a 
security mechanism for digital media. A 
common DRM scheme for digital 
music involves getting a license file 
to authorize playback of a free or 
purchased song. 

earbuds — Small, circular devices 
you put into your ears that serve the 
same function as headphones. MP3 
players come with their own ear- 
buds, but you can, of course, pur- 
chase a separate pair that are more 
comfortable or of better quality. 

flash memory — Solid-state memory 
with no moving parts that is light- 
weight and small. In terms of MP3 
players, a flash-based player is 
lighter and smaller than a hard 
drive-based player, and it also won't 
skip. Thus, they are popular for use 
during exercising. However, the ca- 
pacity of a flash drive isn't as large as 
a hard drive. 



FM tuner — In MP3 players, a built-in FM 
tuner lets you listen to local radio. 

hard drive — Storage in which rigid plat- 
ters are inside a fixed casing. In terms of 
MP3 players, a hard drive-based player 
is heavier and larger than a flash-based 
player. Because of the moving parts 
(the platters), hard drive-based players 
are also prone to skipping. However, 
the capacities are much larger than 
flash drive capacities. 

iTunes — A digital media player appli- 
cation that loads onto your compu- 
ter that lets you play, organize, and 
download and purchase music, videos, 




podcasts, and television shows for an 
iPod or computer. 

MP3 — Perhaps the most popular digital 
audio encoding format. It compresses 
audio to about one-twelfth the original 
size while still providing excellent sound. 
In general, a 1MB MP3 file will last about 
one minute. 

playlist — A queue of songs a user cre- 
ates to play on a computer, burn to a 
CD, or transfer to a digital audio player. 
The playlist only includes directions to 
the location of the songs, not the 
songs themselves. 

PlaysForSure — A popular Microsoft cer- 
tification that ensures portable devices, 
such as MP3 players, and media, such as 
digital music and videos, are compatible 
with each other. 

podcast — A downloadable episode 
that is similar to a radio program. 
A user can subscribe to a podcast 
for updated episodes, or she can 
download podcasts one at a time. 
A podcast is usually available in 
MP3 format. 

screen — The display on the front 
of the MP3 player. A player's 
screen can either be color or black 
and white. 



WMA — Windows Media Audio, a 
digital audio format created by 
Microsoft to compete with the 
MP3 format. WMA files are smaller 
than MP3 files. 

widescreen — A screen with a 16:9 
aspect ratio. In terms of music 
players, the Microsoft Zune and 
the Creative Zen Vision W are two 
that have wide screens. 
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Which MP3 Player Is Best For You? 

j Pods are cool, sure, but you have other choices when it comes to listening to your tunes. This chart compares the most impor- 
I tant — and coolest — features from select MP3 players available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com). 

Hard Drive 



What It Is 


What It Means 


Apple iPod 


Creative Zen 
Vision W 


Creative Zen 
Vision: M 


Memory type 


Flash (no moving parts, lightweight, 
perfect for exercising) or hard drive 
(moving parts, more capacity) 


Hard drive 


Hard drive 


Hard drive 


Capacities 


How much memory the player 
has (on models available at Best Buy) 


30GB, 80GB 


30GB 


30GB 


Songs 


How many songs the player 
can hold 


7,500; 20,000 

(based on 4 minutes per 
song at 128 Kbps AAC) 


7,500 

(based on 4 minutes per 
song at 128Kbps WMA) 


7,500 

(based on 4 minutes per 
song at 128Kbps WMA) 


Video capability 


Some MP3 players can play 
video, as well as music 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Colors 


Several players offer a variety 
of color choices 


Black, white 


Black 


Black, white, blue, 
pink, green 


FM tuner 


Lets you listen to radio stations 


No 


Yes 


Yes 




Music services supported 


Not all MP3 players can play 
songs from all music services 


iTunes 


AOL Music Now, 
Yahoo! Music, Napster, 
Soundbuzz, Audible.com 


AOL Music Now, 
Yahoo! Music, Napster, 
Soundbuzz, Audible.com 


Battery life 


How long the battery will last 
when playing music 


14 hours; 20 
hours 


13 hours 


14 hours 


Perfect for 


Those interested 
in a storage de- 
vice as much as a 
music player 


Portable video buffs 


Users who like to get 
their music from a 
variety of sources 


Coolest feature 


It's an iPod: Need 
we say more? 


Widescreen (16:9) 
LCD 


Included Personal 
Organizer software 


MSRP 


$249; $349 


$299.99 


$249.99 







Apple iPod 
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Creative Zen Vision W 



Creative Zen Vision: M 



Microsoft Zune 



wireless 



Flash 





Microsoft Zune 


Apple iPod nano 


SanDiskSansae280R 


Samsung YP-T9JAB 


Samsung YP-K5JAB 




Hard drive 


Flash 


Flash 


Flash 


Flash 




30GB 


2GB, 4GB, 8GB 


8GB 


4GB 


4GB 




7,500 

(based on 4 minutes per 
song at 128Kbps WMA) 


500; 1,000; 2,000 

(based on 4 minutes per 
song at 128Kbps AAC) 


2,000 

(based on 4 minute songs 
at 128Kbps WMA) 


1,000 

(based on 4 minute songs 
at 128Kbps WMA) 


1,000 

(based on 4 minute songs 
at 128Kbps WMA) 




Yes 


No 


Yes 


Yes 


No 




Black, white, brown 


Black, silver, pink, 
blue, green 


Black 


Black 


Black 




Yes 


No 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 




Zune Marketplace 


iTunes 


Best Buy Digital 
Music Store; Napster; 
Rhapsody 


Best Buy Digital 
Music Store; 
Rhapsody 


Best Buy Digital 
Music Store; 
Rhapsody 




14 hours 


24 hours 


20 hours 


30 hours 


30 hours 




Users who enjoy 
sharing and who 
might be hard on 
their device 


Joggers; iPod lovers 
who aren't interested 
in carrying their entire 
library with them 


Folks who want more 
features, such as video 
and an FM tuner, than 
an iPod nano 


Budget-conscious 
music lovers; kids 


Users who find ear- 
buds uncomfortable 




Wi-Fi lets you share music 
with other Zune users 


Diminutive size 


MicroSD expansion 
slot for more memory 


Photo-organization 
tools 


Built-in speaker 
system 




$249.99 


$149; $199; $249 


$249.99 


$179.99 


$229.99 






Apple iPod nano 



SanDisk Sansa e280R 



Samsung YP-T9JAB 



Samsung YP-K5JAB 
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Which Cell Phone Is Right For You? 



Y 



our cell phone is more than a phone — it can be a camera, music player, text messenger, and fashion statement. All these 
features and more make the cell phone the must-have electronics device. Compare the features of cell phones available at 
Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com) to help find your next phone, and we provide Best Buy's pricing (as of press time), as well. 



What It Is 


What It Means 


Cingular SYNC a707 


LG Cherry Red 
Chocolate 


LG Fusic LX550 


Form 


The physical style of the 
phone 


Clamshell, internal 
antenna 


Slider, internal 
antenna 


Clamshell, stub 
antenna 


Bluetooth capability 


Enables wireless communica- 
tion with other devices 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Internationally 
compatible 


Uses GSM standard used in 
Europe and Asia 


Yes 


No 


No 


Voice-activated dialing 


Hands-free dialing 


No 


Yes 


Yes 


MP3 player 


Plays digital music 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Service plan provider(s) 


What provider(s) the phone 
will work with 


Cingular 


Verizon 


Sprint PCS 


Dimensions 


Thickness and weight 


0.8 inches; 
3.7 ounces 


0.69 inches; 
3.53 ounces 


0.78 inches; 
4.23 ounces 


Battery talk time 


How long you can talk be- 
tween charges 


4 hours 


3 hours 


4.5 hours 


Perfect For 


Those with lots of 
contacts; phone 
book holds 1,000 


Style-conscious 
music lovers 


Those who like the 
newest gadgets 


Coolest feature 


2MP camera 


Can record calls 
up to 1 minute 


Direct music and 
video downloads 


Best Buy Price (original; with service plan) 


$349.99; $0 


$299.99; $49.99 


$349.99; $69.99 





Cingular SYNC a707 



LG Cherry Red Chocolate 



LG Fusic LX5 50 



Motorola MOTO KRZR Kim 
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Motorola MOTO 
KRZRKIm 


Pantech C3 


Samsung A930 


Sanyo Katana Blue 
Sapphire 


Sony Ericsson W300i 
Walkman 




Clamshell, internal 
antenna 


Clamshell, stub an- 
tenna 


Clamshell, 
internal antenna 


Clamshell, internal an- 
tenna 


Clamshell, internal an- 
tenna 




Yes 


No 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 




No 


Yes 


No 


No 


No 




Yes 


No 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 




Yes 


No 


Yes 


No 


Yes 




Verizon, Sprint, 
Cingular 


Cingular 


Verizon 


Sprint PCS 


Cingular 




0.67 inches; 
3.63 ounces 


0.76 inches; 
2.41 ounces 


0.98 inches; 
3.98 ounces 


0.58 inches; 
3.4 ounces 


0.9 inches; 
3.3 ounces 




4.16 hours 


3.5 hours 


3 hours 


3 hours 


9 hours 




RAZR lovers 


Those who want a 
very small phone 


Multitaskers 


Those who don't 
want to listen to 
music on their phone 


Music lovers who want 
long battery life 




Glossy good looks 


Flashlight 


1.3MP swivel 
camera captures 10 
minutes of video 


Large, very bright ex- 
ternal and internal 
displays 


FM radio 




$249.99; $99.99 


$149.99; $0 


$299.99; $0 


$279.99; $29.99 


$199.99; $0 






■. 




I®: 
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Pantech C3 



Samsung A930 



Sanyo Katana Blue Sapphire Sony Ericsson W300i Walkman 
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Cuisinart Criddler 




Countertop 




Grill and Griddle 


Cuisinart Electric 


Quesadillas, anyone? 


Fondue Set 


$129-99 


Everything^ better 




with nacho cheese. 




$49.99 



Cuisinart Smooth 
Operator 2-Speed 
Smoothie Blender 
Margarita lime! 

s 79-99 



The fifth of May means food, fun, 
friends, and festivities: It's Cinco De 
Mayo! Throw an exceptional fiesta 
this year with these cool gadgets 
available at Best Buy stores and 
www.BestBuy.com. Oie! 




£29 



KitchenAid Chefs 
Chopper Series 

Perfect for salsa 
and guacamole, 

$49.99 





Vinotemp 6-Bottle 
Wine Cellar 

Better chill plenty 
of Dos l q Li is 
for the occasion! 

$129.99 
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imate Cinema Gift 




1920x1080 High resolution HDTV 
with ATSC/NTSC/ClearQAM tuner 

1080Pure™- offering1080p resolution 
for all HD inputs 

Supports all TV/Video formats 
(1080p, 1080i, 720p, 480p, 480i) 

Multiple HD input connectors 
including 4 HDAAI™ 

Contrast Ratio 5000:1- Dynamic 

Preset and custom video modes for 
exceptional viewing experience 



Introducing the Westinghouse TX-47F430S, 

a sleek 47-inch LCD TV with 1080p resolution, which is the highest definition 

available today. This cinema-quality display includes a built-in HD tuner and 

would work perfectly in your media room or large bedroom. Also check out 

Westinghouse's other LCD products, all available at Best Buy and www.bestbuy 

.com, including other gorgeous LCD HDTVs, streamlined LCD monitors, and 

easy-to-use digital photo frames. 

www.wde.com 
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The perfecf blend of fashion and function. 



L white Monato - AEWCM6J 



The new Monaco notebook bag from Mobile Edge is the perfect blend of contemporary styling and real -world 
functionality. 

The elegant quilted MicroFiber exterior and rich poly-suede interior give the Monaco the look and feel of a designer 
handbag. This designer styling is combined with a functional interior layout that features individual sections for files, 
accessories, cables, magazines plus a separate padded computer compartment to securely cradle your notebook., 

The Monaco also features our exclusive Wireless Security Shield™ pocket that will insulate your cell phone or PDA from malicious hackers,, viruses and spam. A 
coordinated detachable exterior cell phone pouch provides quick access to your phone, Finally, you'll find a handy removable matching wallet, just the right size for your personal items. 
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Dedicated Computer 
Compartment 



Buttery-soft Poly- Suede 
Interior with Multiple Pockets 



Matching Detachable 
Cell Phone Pocket 



Matching Removable 
Cosmetics Wallet 



Laptop Backpacks / Briefcases / 
Messenger Bags / Tores 

MOBILE EDGE 

Bring It On 

wwwjTTObileedge.com 
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